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MEETING MINUTES

Attendees:  Brett & Peg Andrews, Nancy & Julie Blake, Ed & Leona Brown, Roger Cowden, Carl Geiger,
Guy & Jan Gifford, Roger & Lisa Hamm, Gary Hufford, Doug James & Hala Saltsman, Beverly
Knauper & Jim Ross, Scott McGaha, and Ken & Penny Shanley.

Call To Order:  The meeting convened at 7:00 PM at MCL Cafeteria on March 8th with Brett Andrews
presiding.

DISCUSSION:

Treasurer’s Report:   Lisa presented the Treasurer’s Report.

Old Business:

a.  Members were reminded that the final date for payment of club dues is April 12th.  Members who have not
paid their dues by that date will lose their club membership.

b.  Members were also reminded that VTCI dues are now past due.  Brett had received the 2012 VTCI
Membership Roster and stated that there are several TSWO members whose names do not appear on that
roster. He pointed out that our bylaws stipulate TSWO members must also be members of VTCI.  He
encouraged those that have not yet renewed their VTCI membership to do so as soon as possible.  Reminder
notices will be sent out in the April newsletter.  If anyone wants to know if their name was or was not on the
2012 VTCI roster, contact Brett.  If you have paid your VTCI dues and your name is not currently on the 2012
roster, please contact VTCI directly to resolve the matter but let Brett know.   Anyone wishing to browse
through the 2012 VTCI membership roster was invited to do so.

 c.  The major discussion of the evening centered on deciding which, if any, of the events highlighted at the
February meeting we would like to designate as a club activity.  Members were reminded that we owe a
response to several of the organizations who invited us to these events and so it was necessary that final
decisions be made.   The following identifies the events discussed and decisions made.

      (1) “Warbirds Cruise-in”, August 4th, Peru Indiana: approximately a half dozen club members
showed great interest in attending this event. Brett will notify the Indiana VTCI Chapters of our decision to
participate. Registration forms for the cruise-in were distributed to interested members. Contact Brett if you
need a registration form

(2) Joint Event with Maumee Valley CTCI T-bird club:  Likewise, several of the members supported
this get together and indicated interest in seeing the Neil Armstrong museum in Wapakoneta, OH.  Brett will
contact the Maumee Thunderbird club to inform them of our decision and workout dates and times.

Thunderbirds
of Southwest Ohio



2

(3)   Springfield Swap Meet and Car Show, 8-9 Sep.  Members were not interested in participating in
this event. The event coordinator will be advised of our club decision.

(4) Waynesville Street-Faire Cruise-in guest host:  Again, members were not interested in
participating in this event.  The event coordinator will be advised of our club decision.

d.  TSWO Hosting a Regional VTCI Meet:  A decision on putting our club name forward to VTCI to host a
regional meet in June or July of 2013 was tabled until Brett is able to talk to the Dayton Convention Center
representative to determine if and how they can assist us and to learn more about the type of support VTCI
will provide and what VTCI expects from us.  He will report his findings to the membership at a future
meeting.  However, the floor was opened for discussion on the subject.

e. Monthly Gathering at Lafinos Cruise-in.  Based on Penny’s suggestion last month to attend the Lafino’s
cruise-in as a club once a month and after some general discussion, Brett earmark the opening day of the
cruise-in, April 20th, as our first gathering as a club at this event.  Then, beginning in May we will meet as a
club at Lafinos on the Friday night immediately after our Thursday club meeting.  There was some concern
expressed about construction that was going on at the Lafinos location and the impact it may have on the
cruise-in.  Ken will contact the organizer and let us know the impact at our next meeting.

New Business:

a. Members were asked if they had any input about last years Bellbrook show or suggestions on improving
the show this year. All seemed to think it went well.  There were no negative comments or suggestions.

 b. The membership was also asked if they know of any 2012 events that the club or individual members may
be interested in attending.  Brett suggested the Midwest Ohio Hot Air Balloon Festival in Middletown Ohio
on July 13th and 14th.  He described his experience there last year.  There will be a car show, hot air balloons
flights, sky divers, airplanes, food and crafts, etc.   Final details on the date of the car show and a listing of
daily events have not yet been published.  Brett will bring that information to a future meeting when it is
available. Ken mentioned the upcoming All Ford Swap meet at the Fairgrounds in Columbus, Ohio on 6-7
April.

c.  Brett shared an article that appeared in the Mid Kansas VTCI chapter March newsletter that spotlighted
Guy & Jan Gifford’s retrobird in a segment they call “Unique In All The World”.  The accompanying photo
was taken at the Ft Wayne VTCI Regional show last year.

d.  Members were reminded of the upcoming VTCI events for 2012 and advised to consult their March/April
2012 Scoop magazine for the dates of the various regional and national meet.  The regionals included the
South Central in Austin, TX; the North Central in Des Moines, IA; and the Northwest in Mukilteo, WA.  The
National VTCI Meet will be held in Charleston, SC September 25th to the 30th.  While in Charleston recently
Brett & Peg visited the Courtyard Marriott hotel where the event will be held. He reported that the hotel is
nice, but parking for both hotel guests and T-birds appears to be somewhat limited.  The hotel is located just
off a busy 4 lane divided highway with immediate interstate access which is currently under major road
construction that does not look like it will be completed by September.

OPEN FLOOR:  Brett opened the floor for questions and comments. There were no issues raised:

ADJOURN: At the conclusion of all discussion, Brett called for a motion to adjourn.  The motion was made
by Roger Hamm and seconded by Jan Gifford.  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

Brett Andrews
President
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Next Meeting:   April 12th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering, Oh

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Belated February April

 26th Jim Griswold                   None

We’d like to recognize your birthday in the newsletter.  If you haven’t been asked for the date of your
special day, please provide the day and month to our club secretary, Peg Andrews, at

237-1131 or e-mail her at pegasus@woh.rr.com

Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location

1.  Club Gathering Lafinos Cruise-in                     April 20th Beavercreek Lafinos
     2.  Neil Armstrong Museum Tour                           June 9th Wapakoneta, Oh
          with Maumee Valley T-bird Club
     3.  Warbirds Cruise-in       August 4th Peru, Indiana
     4.  Bellbrook Car Show                                         August 18th Bellbrook, Ohio
     5.  VTCI International Convention                 September 27-30th Charleston, South Carolina

CLUB OFFICERS

President:  Brett Andrews  (937) 237-1131 Vice President:  Beverly Knauper (513) 752-8821
Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992 Secretary:  Peg Andrews (937) 237-1131
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OUR T-BIRD STORY
(Ed and Leona Brown)

This is the story of Ed and Leona Brown and their 1965 Thunderbird.  Ed taught himself to drive at the age of
11 ½ when he bought his first car, a 29A Model Ford, for $25 dollars.  At the age of 18 Brownie joined the
military and served three years.  After returning home from the war he would eventually meet and marry
Leona.  They purchased a home in Dayton and Ed soon began his nearly 50 year career as a plumber.

Around 1949 Ed discovered his love for racing cars which
he pursued as a hobby for a few years.   Although he
owned several cars throughout his life, one of his favorites
was a black and coral 1956 Ford Sunliner which he and
Leona owned for 11years.  It had a Thunderbird engine and
was built for speed.   Brownie still loved to drive fast and
did so whenever he could.  One memorable occasion was
the trip in their '56 Ford to Daytona Beach.  One morning
Brownie decided to take the car down the beach and give it
a little run.   He drove the car at speeds reaching 120 mph up and down the beach.  Fortunately he didn’t
wreck and they had an uneventful trip home.  But from that experience he learned a valuable lesson -- salt and
cars don't mix.   Soon after returning home, they watched the car they loved so much rust before their very
eyes.  Ultimately, they sold their beloved 56 Ford.

Now they found it necessary to take the nest egg Leona had been setting aside to purchase a new car.  They
shopped around for a while then Brownie remembered he knew a man by the name of Hal Gilliam who had
just opened up a Ford dealership in New Carlisle, Ohio.  They stopped in at Hal's and looked around.  Hal told
them he had just what they were looking for.  He handed them the keys to a 1965 Ford Thunderbird and told
them to take this car out for the afternoon, just be back by 7 pm. They took him up on his offer and ended up
driving the car for most of the day.  When they returned, they knew the Thunderbird was the perfect car for
them.   So, they looked at the color chart and at the various available options.   Leona chose a frosty turquoise
with a black landau top.  One option they selected was the reclining passenger seat.   Brownie wanted this
option for Leona so she could rest and sleep on their long  trips.  The order was placed and about a month
later on February 9, 1965 (Brownie's birthday) the Michigan made Thunderbird arrived and was ready to be
picked up.  Their nest egg was just enough to cover the cost of the car and dinner afterwards.

Leona immediately fell in love with the car and drove it everyday.  If she was out and it got rained on, she’d
come home, wipe it off, and put it in the garage.  One rainy afternoon she had a small fender bender.   A storm
grate was loose and when she drove over it, the grate popped up and dented the front fender.  Although Leona
was not hurt, she was very shaken and heart-sick over what had happened to their perfect car.   When Brownie
came home from work, a neighbor told him Leona had called about the accident and that she was waiting for
him the car.  He examined the car and determined it was okay for her to drive home.  Leona was very
reluctant to drive.  She was still a little shaken up and didn't want the neighbors to see what she had done to
the car.  He told her that she could ride home with him and he and a friend could come back for the car.  She
said,  "No, I'll drive it home, you just go on up ahead of me and have the garage door open when I get there.“
So that's what Brownie did.

Later he contacted his insurance company but received little help.  He realized this was the City's fault and
maybe they would do something about it.  He contacted the City Manager's office and after being transferred
to several different departments, he finally found someone in the City Engineer's office to listen to him.  They
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agreed to pay for the repairs.  He took the car to a body shop, where they fluffed the Thunderbird's feathers
out and put a new coat of paint.  Soon Leona was back at the wheel.

Some time later the Browns took a trip out west. During the drive to Colorado, Leona was reclined in the
passenger seat napping.  She woke up and commented to Brownie that she thought they were going a little
fast.  Brownie assured her he wasn’t and suggested she finish her nap.  She looked over at the speedometer
and about had a heart attack.  The speedometer was reading past 120 mph.  Again she asked him to slow down
to which he replied that this Bird was made for speed and with all its horsepower and no speed limit signs, he
was obligated to give it a little run.  Of course Leona didn't buy that, and told him that he was the one who
was going to get horse-powered, if he didn't slow down.  Later on a drive up to Pike's Peak Brownie saw a
sign advertising a Pike's Peak hill climb. He asked Leona if he should enter the B+ird in the contest with all
this horsepower, he felt he’d surely win.  Of course that didn't fly and Brownie and the Bird climbed the
mountain at a slow and safe speed.

Eventually, Brownie started attending an occasional car show by himself.  Initially Leona wasn’t much
interested in them, but after she agreed to go she soon realized she enjoyed them as well. They always knew
what a jewel their Bird was, and they were pleasantly surprised to see the interest others were taking in their
car.  After using the T-Bird as their family car for many years they realized the bird was still in excellent
shape, but it was starting to get up in age.  They thought maybe they should retire it and purchase another
daily driver car, which they did -- a 1979 Oldsmobile.  After purchasing the new car, Leona would still leave
the new car in the garage and drive the Bird instead. Brownie kept pleading with her to leave the Bird at
home and drive the new car; but Leona loved driving the Thunderbird too much.  Brownie soon rented a 3-car
garage close to their home where he parked the T-bird thus forcing Leona to drive the new car.

Brownie and Leona eventually heard about the Heartland Vintage Thunderbird Club of America and instantly
knew this was the organization for them. The people were great and shared the same love for Thunderbirds
that they did.  They had been members of that club for more than 15 years and made some really wonderful
friends.   After the Heartland club dissolved, they joined the Thunderbirds of Southwest Ohio.  They cherish
the memories of the endless car shows and club gatherings they have attended.  One of their favorite events
was the covered bridge tour their former club would take in the fall.  They feel there is no sight sweeter then
to see a line of Thunderbirds traveling through the beautiful fall countryside. They have won countless awards
with their Bird and are very proud of each and every one of them. They hope to remain with the club and
continue to attend the various club functions and car shows.

Ed & Leona Brown
1965 Thunderbird Landau


