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MEETING MINUTES

Call to Order:  The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. January 9, 2014 at the MCL Cafeteria, Beverly Knauper
presiding.

Attendees: Peg and Brett Andrews, Nancy and Julie Blake, Ruthie and Wayne Dennis, Jan and Guy Gifford,
Lisa and Roger Hamm, Beverly Knauper and Jim Ross, Jim Lenz, Scott McGaha

Discussion:  Beverly asked about members who have been ill or recently recovering from illness or surgery.  It
was mentioned that Gary would soon be having knee replacement surgery.  At the date of this publication, Gary
has reported that the surgery was a success and that he is making excellent progress with his recuperation.
Doctors have told him that he is a model patient!  Guy reported that Jim Ellinger is doing well after his
pacemaker replacement.  Roger Hamm is also doing well following his surgeries and will be able to return to
work soon.

Treasurer’s Report:  Lisa reported an increase of $90 in the treasury as a result of dues that were paid.  If you
have not paid your dues for 2014, please see Lisa.  The grace period for dues extends until the end of March for
the TSWO dues.  VTCI dues are also due now.

Old Business:  Beverly once again thanked everyone who contributed to making our Christmas party so
successful.  A special thank you went out to Nancy and Julie Blake and Ruthie and Wayne Dennis for providing
the decorations, punch and dessert.

Beverly announced that copies of the by-laws are available for those who would like one.  She also asked for
individuals to submit their T-Bird stories if they have not done so in past years.  We would like to publish these
in our newsletter.  Sharing stories helps us to get to know each other better.  Never assume that everyone knows
your story.  Let’s get them in print for everyone to read!

Brett will bring the catalogs which show available club apparel to the February meeting.  If you would like
sweatshirts, T-shirts, jackets, tote bags or any item with our TSWO logo on it, please bring your ideas and/or
orders to the next club meeting.

New Business:  A request was made for volunteers for an Event Planning Committee.  Guy, Scott and Nancy
volunteered.  Roger Hamm, our Vice President, will chair the committee.  If you have ideas of places nearby
which would make a nice day trip for our club, please talk to Roger or one of the other folks on the committee.
We would like to be able to have one social activity each month in addition to the monthly meeting.

Beverly asked for volunteers to form a Show Committee to work with the Sons of Italy in planning the car show
that they hold in conjunction with their Bocce Ball Festivities. Brett, Guy, Wayne and Jim Lenz will comprise
this committee. Including the announcement  in this year’s Show & Shine Calendar will bring many more
participants to the show, therefore it is imperative that the committee begin work immediately.  The deadline for
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that publication is March 20, 2014.  Brett has already made contact with Kevin from the Sons of Italy and
progress is being made.

Open Floor:  Julie was pleased to give away to the other members some small model cars that she has picked up
at swap meets.  There was a 1958, 1962 and 1966 model along with others.  They were in high demand, but I am
happy to report that no fighting broke out!

Brett mentioned that our website has been updated with the names of the new 2014-2015 officers.  Brett has had
some success in recruiting a new member from Columbus who has a 1966 T-Bird.  He is certainly welcome and
we hope to see him at club meetings and events.  The Event Planning Committee stated that they will try to plan
some activities in areas east and south of Dayton to make it easier for members from Columbus and Cincinnati to
attend.

It was announced that there are new membership forms available with the new officers listed, along with tri-folds
to carry and hand out when car shows once again resume.

Brett has contacted The Ronald McDonald House near Children’s Hospital in Dayton about donating a portion
of the proceeds from our 2013 fund raiser.  They were most appreciative and said that if we would like to present
a check in person, they would have a representative there to accept it.  Three of our officers, Roger Hamm, Lisa
Hamm and Peg Andrews as well as our past president, Brett Andrews, will make the presentation. The
representatives mentioned that they accept many items as donations.  If you would like to help families in their
greatest time of need, you will find a list of donation needs on their website www.rmhcdayton.org/wishlistphp
They also take used books and new stuffed toys.

Roger Hamm, Vice-President of TSWO, presents a check to Amanda Berks, Special Events and Public
Relations Manager at the Ronald McDonald House.  Also shown is the thank-you note sent to Lisa showing
appreciation for our donation

Adjourn:  At the conclusion of discussion, Beverly asked for a motion to adjourn.  The motion was made by Jim
Lenz and seconded by Wayne.  The meeting adjourned at 7:35.

Beverly Knauper
President
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From the President’s Nest

As I write this, it’s so cold outside that the mercury in the thermometer is huddled together at the bottom
to keep warm!  In an attempt to remain hopeful that Thunderbirds will eventually be rolling on the roads, I went
shopping for make-up with a protective SPF value.  When I told the saleswoman I needed the sunscreen for car
shows, she remarked that I was “really optimistic”.  I’m also rather desperate.  If anyone had told me even a
couple of years ago that I’d be watching the Barrett-Jackson collector car auction, I would have called them
crazy.  But, I can report that 33 Thunderbirds crossed the auction block in January.  I noted some positive
highlights.  A 1957 E series TBird sold for $300,000 while a 1959 custom convertible TBird from a private
collection brought $80,000.  I was also pleased to see a number of 2002-2005 “Retro Birds” sold, marking them,
at least unofficially, as collectible.

From the “we should have predicted this” file, I recently read an article about “charge rage”.  An
increasing number of people in Silicon Valley driving electric cars to work has created a shortage of charging
stations.  In response, owners are unplugging other workers’ cars, while they are actively charging, in order to
charge their own.  Companies are now drafting “charging station etiquette” guidelines.  Fortunately, this won’t
be a problem for us Thunderbird owners.

Now for some really comforting news.  I read about research in which computers received varying
amounts of data and were then tested for their processing capabilities.  Those that had a lot of content to process
(similar to an older adult) took longer, but only because they had so much more information to process, and NOT
because their processing capacity had declined.  Thus, older minds work just as well as younger minds.  It just
takes older minds longer because they have so much more knowledge to sort through.  Remember this when I
forget your name.

I’ll end on that happy note.  Besides, the Mecum collector car auction just started on television.  See you
at our February meeting.

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

February

9th: Brownie
11th:    Peg
26th: Jim Griswold

T-Bird Stories

Club members, you are the best! Beverly had just asked you at the January meeting to write up your car stories
and immediately the stories came rolling in! Beverly wisely pointed out that we should not assume that we
know everything about our fellow members.   Here are a few of the stories that just may not have been discussed
at any of our club meetings recently:

One of the ladies of the club confessed that she had been driving her T-Bird down the highway one day when her
cell phone rang.  Answering, she heard her husband’s voice urgently warning her, “I just heard on the radio that
there’s a car going the wrong way on I-70.  Please be careful!”
With panic in her voice, she responded, “It’s not just one car.  It’s hundreds of them!”

Do you remember the car called the Yugo?  One couple admitted to actually owning one of them. They went
into the auto parts store one day and said to the clerk, “Can I get a new gas cap for a Yugo?”
The clerk thought for a moment and then said, “That seems like a fair trade.”
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Next Meeting: February 13th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering

Two ladies from the club decided to meet for lunch, but one had to pick up her car from the mechanic first.
Interested in seeing how things went for her friend, the gal who was just arriving asked, “Is everything okay with
your T-Bird now?”
Her friend replied, “Yes, thank goodness.  I was worried that my mechanic might try to rip me off, so I was
relieved when he told me all I needed was $12 worth of blinker fluid.”

It is not only the ladies who can sometimes be lacking in mechanical knowledge.  One male member told the
story of the time he applied for a position as a mechanic at Click and Clack’s Garage.  He was rather unhappy to
find out that a young woman was trying to get the same job.   Since both applicants seemed to have the same
qualifications, the owner asked them both to take a written test.
Knowing that he could definitely out smart a woman, the member was very surprised when, upon completion of
the test, he found out that the owner was giving the job to the young woman.  He asked him to explain.
The owner replied that both he and the young lady had gotten nine answers right and one answer wrong, so the
decision was made based on the one the man got wrong. The young lady answered question number four by
saying, “I don’t know.”   Your answer was, “Neither do I! “

The whole family can tell stories about Thunderbirds. One generous father had given his college-aged daughter
an old T-Bird to drive.  Now that it had 250,000 miles on it, she was having a lot of problems with it so she
decided to sell it. She took the car to a mechanic and asked his advice. The mechanic wanted to help the young
girl so he said to her, “There is a possibility to make the car easier to sell, but it is not very ethical.  In fact, it is
illegal.”
“That doesn’t matter,” she said, “I just need to sell it and get something else to drive to school.”
“Okay,” said the mechanic. “Against my better judgment, I’ll turn the counter in your car back to 50,000 miles.
Then it should not be a problem to sell your car anymore.”
After not seeing the girl for a long time, the mechanic happened to talk to her about a month later.  “Were you
able to sell your car?” he asked.
“No,” she replied.  “Why should I? It only has 50,000 miles on it!”

_________________

Beverly joked that if we don’t get stories, we’ll just make some up!  As you obviously can tell, these are just
that!  Please share your T-Bird history with us so we don’t have to make up any more!  Things to include would
be a description of your car (cars) and where and when you purchased it.  Tell us why you decided to buy that
particular car and talk about all the work that you put into it.  We would also be interested in knowing the
adventures that you car has taken you on. Please include pictures if possible. Anything that you would like to
share about your car would be welcome. Just hand your stories to Peg or e-mail her at pegasus@woh.rr.com

CLUB OFFICERS

   President:  Beverly Knauper  (513) 752-8821                     Vice President: Roger Hamm (937) 835-5992
   Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992                              Secretary:  Peg Andrews (937) 237-1131

Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location

1.  Sons of Italy Car Show July  19th Sons of Italy Lodge, Kettering


