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MEETING MINUTES

Call to Order:  The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. January 8, 2015 at the MCL Cafeteria, Beverly
Knauper presiding.

Attendees: Brett Andrews, Nancy and Julie Blake, Ruthie and Wayne Dennis, Lisa and Roger Hamm,
Beverly Knauper and Jim Ross, and Scott McGaha

Approval of Minutes: Since there was no formal December meeting, the question of additions or
corrections to the November meeting minutes, as shown in the December newsletter, was posed.  With no
issues raised, the minutes of the November 2014 meeting stand approved as published.

Announcements:  Beverly welcomed all the club members to 2015 and for coming out in such cold weather.
She also again thanked all those involved in the planning and preparation of our Christmas party.

She reminded us that both the VTCI and our own club dues are due in January. (Note:  Per TSWO bylaws,
there is a grace period for TSWO dues payment until the date of the April club meeting after which an
individual will no longer receive the newsletter and will be dropped the club roster).

Beverly mentioned that the recent issue of Haggerty Magazine has an article on M Code 1962 T-Birds.

Beverly reported on some 2015 upcoming events to include the:

 International VTCI convention in Kelowna BC, Canada on May 20th-24th.
 Dayton Concours d’Elegance at Carillon Park on September 20th

 Beavercreek Popcorn Festival,  September 12th-13th  September
 Ford Transmission Plant Car Show, Sharonville, Oh:  This show, organized by the UAW, supports

the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.  Jim has approached them on showcasing the
Thunderbird this year because of its 60th anniversary.  Jim’s contact indicated that a proposal was
made to award 10 trophies at the show just to Thunderbirds.  They are aware of our activities
through our web site and are cognizant of our donation to the Ronald McDonald house and past
participation in their show.  The actual date of the show for 2015 has yet to be determined
pending union contract nogotiations, but will likely be in September as in 2014.  Beverly proposes
we make this show a club activity for 2015.

REPORTS:

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa reported on the income obtained from dues, the outlay for club expenses, and
the current club financial balance.
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Event Planning Committee: Nothing to Report at this time

Show Committee:

Brett reported that his contact at the Sons of Italy has advised him that because they supposedly lost
money the last two years doing the car show that their planning committee for the Annual Bocce Ball
Tournament has decided not include a car show in the event this year. Wayne reported that his contact
at the Popcorn Festival Car Show advised him that their planning committee has decided to keep the car
show work effort in house and not have us participate in its planning and conduct.

Beverly suggested we keep our eyes and ears open for possible future opportunities to obtain revenue for
the club.

OLD BUSINESS:

Beverly is looking for ideas as to how we can participate in the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the
Thunderbird.   Brett suggested we approach local area Ford dealerships and propose that our club would
display our T-Birds at their dealership during some special event they may be holding (big sale, cruise-in,
etc).  We would not charge for our participation, but would need to discuss additional details such as
dates (don’t want to conflict with significant car shows), parking, duration of display, our participation
during inclement weather, and potential other topic.  Brett agreed to prepare and submit to Beverly a
draft letter that could be sent to dealerships proposing the idea and offering to meet for further
discussions.

New Business: Due to the loss both of club members and members of the Board of Directors, Beverly
believes it is time for us to update our club bylaws.  She distributed copies of the bylaws to the members
present and ask them to review Articles 1, 2 and 3 and come to the next meeting prepared to make
recommendations for potential changes.

Open Floor:

Jim and Beverly indicated there appears to be a little mechanical problem with their 2004 retro-bird;
possibly the timing belt.  They plan on having the engine torn down for repair and hints are that we may
be surprised at what else they may do to the engine once in there.  Stay turned, this may get interesting.

Lisa reports she may have a new prospective club member -- a work cohort who has 4 or 5 T-birds.

Scott mentioned his concern over our club not doing as many activities this year as we had done last year.
He listed off a series of suggestions to include a movie night, another bowling outing, another covered
bridge tour to different bridges, Carillon Park Brewery, Valley Vineyards, cookout, etc.  He also
suggested consideration be given to activities closer to Cincinnati and Columbus to better accommodate
members who live in those locations.  Scott was asked to look into a movie for the club to go to in
February.   He will provide that information to the Newsletter editor for publication in the February
Newsletter.

Julie pointed out from the local newspaper that Jim Houtz, a former long time Heartland Thunderbird
Club member and friend to several in TSWO, passed away on December 13th.  He was an automotive
enthusiast who open his home and garage for tours of his and his son Bud’s collection of classic and
muscle cars.  Our heartfelt condolences go out to his wife, Mary and family for their loss.
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Next Meeting: February 12th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering

Adjourn:  At the conclusion of discussion, Beverly asked for a motion to adjourn.  The motion was made
by Roger and seconded by Wayne.  The meeting adjourned at 7:51.

Beverly Knauper
President

From the President’s Nest

Happy February!  Let’s hope we’re getting closer to warm weather.  If you haven’t already done so, please
renew your memberships to the Thunderbirds of Southwest Ohio and the Vintage Thunderbird Club
International.  Rod Wake, VTCI President, recently sent an email asking club presidents to encourage
their members to renew now.  Clubs give us opportunities to share our enjoyment of cars with like-minded
people.

This month I’m calling this column “Thunderbird Finds”.  Within a week’s time, Jim and I received calls
from two people in Northern Kentucky asking about values of “found” Thunderbirds.  Bird #1 is a 1962
convertible with about 17,000 original miles and parked since about 1976 in a basement garage.  We went
to see this one.  If I didn’t have an inkling of the cost to get this TBird “flying down the highway”, its
beautiful red interior would have caused me to make it mine. Thunderbirds #2 and #3 are true “barn
finds”; both 1956 TBirds are nesting together and unreachable in the back of a barn.  It seems that at
most of our club meetings someone announces a Thunderbird for sale.  I hope all of these automotive
design masterpieces find good homes.  Perhaps showing off our cars as much as possible will get more
people interested in owning one.  My final Thunderbird finds are more mundane and definitely more
affordable.  I was in Hobby Lobby recently and discovered two different thunderbird (the mythical bird,
not the car) charms in the bead department.  They could be the foundation of a winter creative project
that you bring to a club meeting for show and tell.

Speaking of meetings, at our February 12 meeting we’ll begin a bylaws review (perhaps Articles 1-3,
maybe begin Article 4) if we have time.  We can also talk about possible cruise-ins this summer.  I’ll see
you there.

Ford Thunderbird:  The Beginning
While no cars had been produced during World War II, the late 1940's saw a
huge rush in production as the American car companies tried to fill the postwar

demand for vehicles. One of the most popular types of vehicle was the sports car. American soldiers in
Europe during the war had seen Italian, German, French, and English sports cars and had brought some of
these vehicles home with them. At the same time, interest in motorsports increased and car racing
gained popularity.

Given these influences and the burgeoning American economy it was no surprise that the introduction of
the 1955 Thunderbird was a huge success, easily filling a market niche. As Motor Trend's Detroit editor,
Don McDonald wrote "Perhaps the most outstanding feature of the new Ford Thunderbird is the clever
wedding of sports car functionalism with American standards of comfort". The T-Bird roadster,
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introduced at the Detroit Auto Show in 1954, was a two door roadster with a focus on modern comforts,
conveniences and all weather protection, as well as power, performance and handling. In short, it was the
essence of personal luxury.

The flight of the Ford Thunderbird has taken several twists and turns during its first 42 year existence
while maintaining its path in the forefront of American automobile legends. Oct. 22 was the date of
public introduction of the original two-seater in 1954. Eleven generations of Thunderbird have produced
treasured collectors’ items in a variety of models, including the design which in 1989 earned Thunderbird
its third award as Motor Trend’s "Car of the Year."

More than 5,000 names were considered for the new Ford project in 1954. A young Ford car stylist,
Alden "Gib" Giberson, won a $95 suit and an extra pair of pants from Saks Fifth Avenue for suggesting
the name Thunderbird.

Thunderbird enjoys a storied history whose iconoclastic entry onto the scene in 1954 single-handedly
erected the personal luxury-car segment in the United States. The Thunderbird two-seater was instantly
popular with overtones of a high performance sports car, yet it had a strong appeal to luxury-minded
buyers seeking refinements such as roll-up windows, a selection of power extras, and steel bodywork as
opposed to fiberglass.

Production of the car designed by William P. Boyer (under the direction of Franklin Q. Hershey) began
Sept. 9, 1954, at Ford’s Dearborn (Mich.) Assembly Plant and generated immediate excitement. Customer
demand for Thunderbird resulted in its October public introduction which was nearly a full month ahead
of schedule. Public orders totaled more than 3,500 within the first 10-day selling period, while planned
volume for the model year was only 10,000 units. Ford sold a first year total of 16,155 Thunderbirds.

            (Source:  Reprinted in part from CTCI website http://www.ctci.org/tbirdhist.php)

February Birthdays February Anniversaries

9th: E.D. Brown 14th: Leona and Brownie
11th:    Peg Andrews

CLUB OFFICERS

   President:  Beverly Knauper  (513) 752-8821                     Vice President: Roger Hamm (937) 835-5992
   Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992                              Secretary:  Peg Andrews (937) 237-1131

Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location
1.  VTCI International Convention  May 20-24                                        Kelowna, British Columbia
2.  Thunderbird Tribute June 14 Ault Park, Cincinnati
      Concours d’Elegance


