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MEETING MINUTES:

----Due to the severe inclement weather, the January club meeting was cancelled----

PRESIDENT’S NOTES: Although the club meeting was cancelled, there are a few items I still wanted to pass along to
our members.  Several of these topics below will be discussed at the February meeting.

1. It is with deep regret that I inform our members of the passing of Lovetta Cottle.  For over 30 years, Lovetta was a
loving partner to our friend Ben Ballard.  Lovetta passed away on December 30th.  Services were held on Friday,
January 6th.  A card was sent to Ben on behalf of the club expressing our sincere condolences.

2. TSWO Club Dues: Our bylaws state that club dues are to be paid no later than the January meeting each year.
Due to the cancellation of our January meeting, I am extending the dues due date until the February meeting.
Members whose dues are not paid within 60 days after that due date are subject to loss of club membership.

3. VTCI Website:  VTCI recently found it necessary to quickly change their website address.  Their new website is
www.vintagethunderbirdclub.net. As a result of this sudden change, they have extended their date for
membership dues from January 1st to February 1st.  TSWO bylaws require our members to be members of VTCI
also, so if you have not paid your VTCI dues please do so as soon as possible.

4. Show & Shine Calendar: I will be sending our Bellbrook Car Show announcement to the Show & Shine
Calendar and ordering our copy of the calendar on February 6th. If you want your own personal copy you can
combine your order with ours and save a little on shipping cost. If you want to purchase a copy of the 2012 Show
and Shine Calendar ($15.94 plus prorated shipping), let me know before February 6th.

5.        E-mail Addresses on the Club Roster:  I received a suggestion to add member’s e-mail addresses to the club
membership roster.  This is a sound suggestion which would provide many of us another way to communication
with our fellow members.  No e-mail addresses will be put on the roster without the permission of the member.
There will be a roster at the February meeting on which those of you with e-mail accounts can indicate “yes” or
“no” on placing your email address on the roster.  It will also be used to verify the accuracy of that address.
Members not at the February meeting who included an e-mail address on their TSWO Membership Application
will be contacted for approval.  Along these same lines, at the February meeting I’ll be raising the question of
sending the monthly newsletter via e-mail to those with e-mail accounts.  This would simplify newsletter
distribution and save the club money in material, printing, and postage costs.

6.       Club 2012 Calendar: The 2012 TSWO Club Calendars are ready.  It you want one, come to a club meeting to
get your free copy (one per member household).

(www.thunderbirds-sw-ohio.com)



Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location
1. Bellbrook Car Show 18 August 2012 Bellbrook, Ohio
2. VTCI International Convention 25-30 September 2012 Charleston, South Carolina

CLUB OFFICERS
President:  Brett Andrews  (937) 237-1131                    Vice President:  Beverly Knauper (513) 752-8821 Treasurer:
Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992                                              Secretary:  Peg Andrews (937) 237-1131

7.  2012 Club Events: We’re looking for your ideas of things to do during the 2012 season.  A few possible ideas
that have surfaced include:

a. A joint event with a Thunderbird club in Maumee, OH (south of Toledo).  They are members of Classic
Thunderbird Club International (CTCI).  I have been in touch with them, discussing the possibility of an
event involving our Birds at a location somewhere in between the two clubs such as the Neil Armstrong
Museum, picnic a at Indian Lake, or the bicycle museum in New Brennan.  You can read about their club at
www.mvtc.info.  They have placed our club name, website logo and website link on their website.

b. Another get together with the VTCI Indiana Chapters has also been suggested.
c. The Springfield Car Show and Swap Meet coordinator is interested in having our clubs T-birds serve as the

core group highlighting Thunderbirds at one of their car shows.

8.  Newsletter Face Lift: We’re using this edition of the newsletter to introduce some new items and possible ideas
into the future look of the newsletter.  Such new items include:

a. The names and phone numbers of the club officers so you won’t have to search for your club roster should
you need to contact an officer.

b. A list of member birthdays (day & month only) that are coming up in that newsletter month (see our first
listing below).   This would be done only with each individual’s permission.  A sign-up sheet will be available
at the February meeting for those who would like their birthday published.

c. A “For Sale” section for T-Birds, related parts and memorabilia (under consideration)
d. A member’s essay on “Our T-Bird Story” that describes their personal history and experiences with T-Birds.

This can only be done if members are willing to take time to submit their stories.  Peg and I have included our
story as the first in the series.

February Birthdays:

Peg Andrews:  February 11th

OUR NEXT MEETING:   February 9OUR NEXT MEETING:   February 9thth, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria
4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering, OH4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering, OH



“Our T-Bird Story”
Brett & Peg Andrews

Peg and I bought our first T-bird in 1985 in Ogden, Utah while we were stationed there with the Air Force.  It was a
1966 emberglo town hardtop that had been stored in the owner’s garage for years under tarps with numerous boxes
and an assortment of other items stacked on it.  After buying it, our attention first focused on getting the engine to run
right.  That turned out to be a smart move since before we knew it we had been reassigned to Ohio.  I drove the Bird
and Peg drove the family car to South Dakota where Peg and the girls temporarily remained while I continued on to
Ohio in the Bird without a functioning heater during the middle of winter.  Peg and the girls soon joined me after
obtaining housing.  The next several years were spent doing on and off body work on the Bird and eventually getting
a less-than-expensive paint job.  At the time, Gene Mullins, a former Heartland Thunderbird Club member, owned a
used car dealership in Fairborn.  Our daughters were in need of a car for school.  So, we traded our beloved 66 Bird to
Gene for a car that was a little more appropriate for teenage girls.  In the late 1980’s, we also owned a 1985 red T-Bird
that ultimately migrated from the parents down through all three of our daughters.  Since it was a fairly new car, we
never really appreciated it as a T-Bird, like we did the Birds of the 50’s and 60’s.  To us it was just another car.

There came a time when we had no T-Birds at all.  We hoped that someday we’d have another Flair Bird and that day
came in 2004.  We had been scanning local car magazines, newspapers and surfing the internet.  After evaluating
numerous prospects, we found a candidate in Fond-du-Lac, Wisconsin that seemed quite promising.  We traveled to
Wisconsin to see the car -- a 1966 maroon hardtop with burgundy interior.  To our surprise, we found that the car was
housed with more than a dozen gorgeous 50s & 60’s era cars in what we can only describe as a quasi classic car
museum.   Although it was a storage facility is was operated like a museum.  Our soon-to-be Bird had been there for
five years and had been driven only a few hundred miles each of those years.  The owner of the building had an
arrangement with the vehicle owners whereby visitors would be allowed to see these beautiful cars in exchange for a
slightly reduced storage fee.  The building was heated and fully carpeted and had dozens of pieces of other vehicle
related memorabilia all over the walls and display tables as well as hundreds of die cast cars in glass show cases.  We
inspected and test drove the Bird, asked a few dozen questions, and then headed back to Dayton.  We continued to
look elsewhere, but couldn’t get the Maroon T-Bird out of our minds.  Finally, we called the owner of the Fond-du-
Lac Bird to see if it was still available.  It was and we were soon off to Wisconsin again.  We meet the T-Bird owner
at the museum, paid for the car and drove to a local hotel to spend the night.  The first thing we did at the hotel was to
take the front license plate off our family car and put it on the back of the bird so as not to draw police attention to an
unlicensed vehicle driving down the interstate.  Bright and early the next morning Peg and I, in our two car caravan,
headed back to Dayton with OUR BIRD.  It took 2 ½ tanks of premium gas to drive the 450 miles.  Along the way
there were a few unnerving moments such as when the car wouldn’t start after stopping for gas or when the oil light
came on driving down I-70 outside Indianapolis.  We overcame all the obstacles and made it home safely.  Since then,
the last 7 plus years have been dedicated to slowly returning the car to its original beauty.   Since those early days
with our first T-Bird we have come to realize that there is a difference between a “classic” car and a “classy” car.
Many of the cars of the 50’s and 60’s are classics but only a few are both.  The T-bird is definitely one of them.

1966 Town Hardtop

1966 Hardtop


