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No formal club meeting is held in the month of December.  Instead it is time to celebrate Christmas and socialize
together.  Because our 2013 gathering at MCL was such a success, we decided to hold our holiday party there again
in 2014. Members attending the festivities were Peg and Brett Andrews, Nancy and Julie Blake, Jan and Guy
Gifford, Lisa and Roger Hamm, Beverly Knauper and Jim Ross, and Scott McGaha.

Ruthie and Wayne had volunteered again this year to provide decorations and drinks, and to help set up. Due to an
emergency family situation, they had to leave the local area and were unable to attend. So Brett and Peg took their
place in helping with decorating and table arrangements.  Brett provided the Christmas music and a video fireplace
to set the mood. Nancy and Julie brought a beautiful holiday cake for dessert, provided serving pieces, more
decorations and much, much more.

Nancy gave each family a homemade Christmas ornament and a box containing baked goodies. Many of us have a
tree full of the beautiful angels and other cleverly crafted decorations Nancy has made over the years. Jim and
Beverly brought and decorated the tables with cardboard replicas of a bullet bird containing several stocking
stuffers.   Brett and Peg provided each family with a homemade 2015 Club Calendar commemorating the 60th year of
the Thunderbird. Ruthie made a personalized tree ornament for everyone, and she and Wayne gave a beautiful red
poinsettia to each household. Lisa artfully decorated cards and envelopes for our dinner funds.  Everyone’s
generosity and caring efforts greatly contributed to the Christmas spirit.

Once all those attending had arrived, we made our way through the buffet line, then enjoyed holiday conversation
and a tasty meal followed by a slice of the Christmas cake. Prior to commencing the white elephant exchange
Beverly took the floor to welcome everyone to our Christmas festivities and to thank all those mentioned above for
their efforts in preparing the room.  She also announced that the Concours d’Elegance would be held at Ault Park in
Cincinnati on June 14, 2015.  One of the special displays will be dedicated to the 60 years of Thunderbird.  They are
taking nominations for cars to appear at the event.  If you would like to submit your car for consideration, Brett can
provide the information on where to obtain an application. Scott announced that this Sunday, December 14th, there
was to be a sale of 100 donated automotive racing related prints at the Brewery at Carillon Park from 1-4 p.m. with
the proceeds going to the Dayton Historical Society.

With announcements over, it was now time to open presents.  Numbers were drawn for the order of present
selection during the white elephant exchange. As each person’s number was called, they could take a present from
the table or claim one from someone who had previously opened theirs. Everyone brought really nice presents to
give away, so people were usually quite content with the present they originally chose.  However, there were a couple
of items that changed hands often.  Such was the case with a 1963 license plate and an emergency road kit. One
item that drew a lot of attention was the 1/43 scale model of a 1966 red thunderbird convertible which changed
hands three times. Seems that car club members like model cars!  Go figure! If the rules hadn’t limited only three
exchanges, that T-bird may have been passed around even more.

The evening ended all too soon, and everyone pitched in to help clean up.  We all wished each other a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year until we see each other again in January.
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Christmas Photos

Decorating Dinner

Dessert Desirables

Duo of Santas….  Don’t think Kris Kringle needs to
worry about his job.
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From the President’s Nest

What a way to close out 2014!  Our Christmas party was another fantastic one.  A huge thank you to all who
contributed in so many ways.

It’s customary to make New Year resolutions but, instead, I’m making a wish list.  (Jim may say that I’m always
making a wish list and then shopping from it, but that’s another story.)  My wish list is for our club, so here are my
items for 2015, in no particular order.

First, I would like us to review our club bylaws.  With only one permanent Board member remaining local, we need to
address this.  Also, we will be electing officers this year and it may be useful to revisit the relevant bylaws.  Let’s
follow Guy’s suggestion to spend a little time at each meeting to consider part of the bylaws.  I’ll bring copies of the
bylaws to the January meeting.

My second wish is for us to engage in community service.  All of us have a lot for which to be thankful (for example,
we own Thunderbirds) and it would be great to help others.  I’m suggesting we find charities and volunteer to help in
club-appropriate ways.  For example, I don’t foresee many of us running in marathons, but we could hand out water
to marathon participants.  Surely, some of us can find service opportunities for the club.  While the main goal is to
help others, it would also be good to make the club more visible.

Next, I wish for us a club 60th Anniversary of the Thunderbird party similar in camaraderie and fun to our
Christmas party.  Let’s plan on it.

Finally, I wish everyone a Happy New Year!

VTCI International Convention:

The 2015 VTCI International Convention celebrating ’60 Years of Thunder’ will be hosted by the Okanagan
Classic Thunderbird Club in Kelowna, British Columbia, located in the beautiful Okanagan Valley. The event is to be
held from Wednesday, May 20th to Sunday, May 24th inclusive.  Some events have limited space available, so it is
strongly recommended attendees submit their registration as soon as possible.  The Deadline for Registration
submission is April 10, 2015.  The host hotel is the new Four Points Sheraton, located in the north end of Kelowna
adjacent to the Kelowna International airport.  When making reservations, be sure to mention ‘Okanagan Classic
Thunderbird Club’ for the Discounted Rate.  Events planned include:

Wednesday, 20 May: Registration Day and evening welcome reception.
Thursday, 21 May: Ride on the Kettle Valley Steam Railway.
Friday, 22 May: Judging Day, also a ‘Ladies Only’ afternoon boat cruise on Lake Okanagan. (Limited Seating)
Saturday, 23 May: Daytime: The Parade of Classics and winery tour, evening the Awards Banquet.
Sunday, 24 May: Cruise to O’Keefe Ranch Vernon, BC, tour and brunch

January Birthdays January Anniversaries

16th:   Roger Hamm 24th:   50 years
Ruthie and Wayne

28th: 58 years
Jan and Guy
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Next Meeting:   January 8th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering

THE YEAR IN REVIEW:  2014 Club Activities

February…. Roger, Lisa, Brett and Peg presented a check to the Public Relations Manager of the
Ronald McDonald House located across from the Dayton Children’s Hospital.   The check was a
portion of funds earned at the 2013 Sons of Italy Car Show.

July…. the membership once again took on the responsibilities of the Sons of Italy Car Show.

August…. several members went to Tipp City to hear auto designer, Gale Halderman tell of his
part on design teams for the 1964, 1977, 1983 and 1988 Thunderbirds.  He played a major role in
designing the 1964 ½ Ford Mustang.

The Phil Dirt concert at Stubbs’s Park in Centerville was also in August.

September…. we all enjoyed our annual club picnic, once again hosted by Scott.  Later in
September the club took a tour of the Center for Automotive Research at the Ohio State
University.

December…. we celebrated Christmas together at MCL cafeteria on our regular club meeting
evening.

Just a reminder….Both TSWO club dues and VTCI dues are due in January.

CLUB OFFICERS

   President:  Beverly Knauper  (513) 752-8821                     Vice President: Roger Hamm (937) 835-5992
   Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992      Secretary:  Peg Andrews (937) 237-1131

Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location
1.  VTCI International Convention 20-24 May                                        Kelowna, British Columbia
2. Thunderbird Tribute   14 June                                     Ault Park, Cincinnati
      Concours d’Elegance

H A P P Y N E W Y E A R !


