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As has been our practice for many years, there was no December formal club meeting.  Instead
we held our annual club Christmas Dinner to celebrate Christmas, reminisce about the fun we had
over the past year, and begin to think about new and exciting activities for the new year.   Our
gathering again was held at the MCL cafeteria on December 8th. Club members in attendance
included Roger & Lisa Hamm, Scott McGaha, Peg Andrews, Nancy & Julie Blake, Jan & Guy
Gifford, Beverly Knauper & Jim Ross, Jackie and Mark Allen, Darrel York, and Jay Walsh.  Due to
illness Brett was unable to attend and was wished a speedy recovery.

This year we once again need to thank our master decorators (Nancy, Julie & Beverly) for doing
such a wonderful job in preparing the room.  We also want to thank Peg for supplying the
Christmas music for our listening enjoyment and Nancy and Julie for the beautifully decorated
Christmas cake for dessert.   In addition to the white elephant gifts, several of our members
also brought additional small gifts and goodies that they distributed to the members.
Everyone’s generosity and caring efforts greatly contributed to the Christmas spirit.

Once all had arrived, Roger welcomed everyone with Christmas greeting of good cheer.  He
extended a hearty thank you to all who helped plan the event, setup the decorations, and
provided the cake and punch. The dinner bell was rung and all made their way through the
buffet line.  With the holiday music playing in the background we enjoyed friendly conversation
with our fellow birders with our meals.

Finally it was now time to get on with the white elephant exchange.  Numbers were drawn for the
order of present selection. As each person’s number was called, they could take a present from
the table or claim one from someone who had previously opened theirs. As the game progressed
some items changed hands several times.  Thank goodness for limit of the three exchange rule.
Peg seemed to have had an inordinate number of gifts taken from her and so made several trips
to the table of presents.  According to Roger, it gave her the opportunity to open a lot of gifts.

After completion of the white elephant gift exchange as we ate the Christmas cake Scott
mentioned the possibility of a club trip to the American Sign Museum in Cincinnati on the
Saturday after our January 12th club meeting.  There will be more discussion and a final decision
about the trip at the January meeting.   As the evening ended we all wished each other a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year until we see one another again next year.
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Next Meeting:   January 12th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering

Newsletter Correction:  In the December 2016 Newsletter we incorrectly reported that Julie’s
birthday was on December 19th.  That was incorrect.  She celebrates her birthday on December
17th.  Sorry for the error Julie.  Hope you had a wonderful birthday.

Below is a sampling of a few pictures from the Christmas Party.  The bulk of the photos taken
will be placed on our website in the near future. If you have additional Christmas dinner pictures
you’d like to share on our website, please provide them to Brett (electronically preferred).

Dessert
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January Birthdays January Anniversaries

16th:   Roger Hamm 28th:   60 years
Jan and Guy

Message from the President:

Happy New Year to all our Thunderbird friends. I hope that all of our members were able to
have a very good holiday season with their families. Lisa & I were able to enjoy 2 weeks in
southwest Virginia with my parents and brothers. This year all three of my brothers were able
to make it home to spend Christmas with our parents. The weather was warm (60-65 degrees),
although it was wet. Of course, the rain stopped the day after Christmas when all my brothers
had to be back on the road. Then it turned cold the middle of the week after Christmas and
before New Years. It then turned warm again and started raining again in time for New Years
and our drive back to Dayton. At least it wasn’t snowing or cold enough for it to be freezing and
make the roads slick.

I am looking forward to starting my second year as your club president. I hope 2017 will be
better than 2016 for our club and I also look forward to adding new members to our roster. If
we can add one new member per month this year, we can have an even better club and have more
members to share Tbird stories with. Please keep on the lookout for any Tbirds you see at a
store, shopping center or car show or cruise in and try to contact the owner and invite him/her
to join our club. I am always looking for Tbirds anywhere I drive and inform them about the
advantages (and fun) of being a member of TSWO.

Also, if anyone knows of any car shows or cruise-ins that they believe would be one we might go
to as a club event, please let me or any of our officers know either by phone or email and we will
try to see if we can make that happen. I would like for 2017 to be a year that will keep our club
busy with plenty of activities. By attending as many events as possible with our Tbirds, that will
give our club more exposure and could also bring some possible new members to the club.

See you at our first meeting January 12th at MCL Cafeteria and again, Happy New Year!

Beverly’s
Memento

Bev’s Memento
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CLUB OFFICERS

   President: Roger Hamm  (937) 835-5992         Vice President: Scott McGaha (937) 439-1138
   Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992  Secretary: Brett Andrews (937) 237-1131

Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location
1. American Sign Museum (Tentative) Jan 14th Cincinnati, Oh


