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Newsletter

MEETING MINUTES:

Call to Order: President Beverly Knauper called the meeting to order highlighting the importance of
friendship among the members.  An extra special welcome back was given to Nancy and Julie as they
returned after their accident, looking and feeling much improved.

Attendees: Peg and Brett Andrews, Nancy and Julie Blake, Ruthie and Wayne Dennis, Jan and Guy Gifford,
Lisa and Roger Hamm, Beverly Knauper and Jim Ross, Jim Lenz, Scott McGaha

Approval of Minutes: The May club meeting minutes as shown in the June newsletter were unquestioned
by the membership and therefore stand as published.

Announcements: Thanks were given to Brett for making and distributing the informational window placards
and business cards which each member will display on their T-birds at car shows and cruise-ins.   Passers-
by who have interest in joining our car club now have a contact point.

Guy announced that he has been working on Jim Ellinger’s T-Bird and it is currently in the upholstery shop.

Brett told of his participation in a birthday surprise for Charles Adams, a WWII vet.  Charles’ daughter
wanted to help fulfill her father’s lifelong dream of owning, or at least riding in, a Thunderbird car.  She
approached our club via our web site.  Brett, who is always willing to bring happiness to one of our country’s
vets, went to Mr. Adams’ home to take him to lunch and give him a ride in his 1966 T-Bird.  Things didn’t
work out quite as expected, but everyone felt proud of the efforts made.

REPORTS:

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Lisa Hamm gave her report saying that there had been no activity in the
account and the balance remains the same as reported the previous month.

Events: Beverly brought to our attention several events which are coming up soon.

The first, and most imminent, is the 60 Years of Thunderbird celebration which will be held in Dearborn,
MI on June 25-27.  At least seven members of the club plan to attend.  (The story highlighting this event
will be published in our August newsletter.)
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Next Meeting:   July 9th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering

Next Beverly reminded us of the Arthritis Foundation Classic Auto Show and Cruise-in which will take place
on July 10 and 11 in Dublin, OH.

The Sonic Cruise-in will take place at 3607 S. Dixie Drive, Franklin, OH beginning at 5 p.m. on Friday, July
31.  Brett has made arrangements with the manager for all of our cars to be parked together where they
can be admired by those stopping or driving through Sonic.  Thunderbirds of Southwest Ohio will be
displayed on the marquee and our club banner will be displayed near the cars.  Patrons of the drive-in will
have been given information identifying our club prior to the event.  Be sure to wear your club shirt that
evening and take advantage of the 10% discount we’ll receive on any food purchases.

Scott was given the floor to discuss our monthly club outing.  The activity scheduled for June was to be
putt-putt and ice cream at Young’s Dairy.  Since the weather didn’t look cooperative and the Yellow Springs
Festival was scheduled for the same weekend, we decided to swap our June activity for the projected July
activity --- a trip to the Valley Vineyards in Morrow, OH.  Several members showed interest so a reservation
was made for dinner and a self guided tour of the wine making facility.  (See pictures below)

NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business to discuss.

OLD BUSINESS:

The club picnic will be hosted by Peg and Brett this year and will take place in September.  The exact date
and time has not been set.  Maps to their home will be provided at a later date.

The review and update of the club by-laws was completed. The motions under consideration, their related
discussions, and final disposition are included as attachment 1 to this newsletter and are to be considered
an official part of these minutes. Once all updates have been made to the bylaws and the final document
has been reviewed and approved by the club officers, Brett will post them on our website.  Each family can
then print out their own copy. If you are not able to print your own copy and desire to have the by-laws in
print, please see Brett.

OPEN FLOOR: There were no comments from the open floor.

ADJOURN: Nancy made a motion to adjourn which Guy seconded. The June meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.

Beverly Knauper, President
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From the President’s Nest:

June was a month of sad times and glad times for the Thunderbirds of Southwest Ohio.  Julie was
hospitalized for ten days but, while the exact diagnosis may be a bit uncertain, is now home and feeling
better.  We are very thankful for her recovery.  Nancy spent long days visiting Charles in hospice and Julie
in the hospital.  Sadly, Charles passed away.  Please keep Nancy, Julie, and their entire family in your
thoughts and prayers as they mourn this loss of their loved one.

On a happier note, seven of us attended the 60th Anniversary of the Thunderbird in Dearborn and, while I
can’t speak for the others, I had a great time.  There were about 200 beautiful Thunderbirds with their
proud and enthusiastic owners so you know it had to be fun.  We’ll provide a story about this celebration in
a later newsletter.  Wayne and Ruthie attended the Carlisle Ford Nationals which included a special
Thunderbird display to honor 60 years of the TBird.  Wayne graciously agreed to write the article in this
newsletter with highlights of the show.  It’s another informative and attention-grabbing “Roving Car
Reporter” contribution!

In spite of it being fairly rainy this spring, I hope you are getting your Thunderbirds out for others to
admire and envy.  Our 1963 and 2003 Thunderbirds have received awards at recent car shows and I drove
the 2004 Pacific Coast Roadster to Dearborn.  Don’t forget our Putt Putt and lunch activity (1PM) at
Young’s Dairy Barn near Yellow Springs on July 18 and our cruise-in at the Franklin Sonic at 5PM Friday,
July 31.  Yet another way to show off our Thunderbirds was suggested by John Clor, Ford enthusiast
outreach ambassador and the dinner speaker at the Dearborn Thunderbird celebration.  Each Thursday,
Ford Performance sends an electronic newsletter that includes a “Fan Spotlight”, which is a photo of a Ford
vehicle (owner optional) and a brief description of why the car is special/why the person loves it.  John
invited all Thunderbird owners to submit their stories to him at asktfr@Ford.com.  Please consider doing
this as a way to showcase your spectacular car and remind Ford Motor Company of the enthusiasm of Ford
Thunderbird owners.  By the way, if you want to subscribe to the e-newsletter go to
www.FordRacing.com/Enthusiasts, click on “Newsletter” in the upper right of the black bar, and fill out the
short form with your email address and zip code.  If you have any interest at all in Ford, from its history to
racing to outreach to current products, the newsletter is worth receiving.  If you love dancing hamsters, it
may not be for you!

I’ll see you all at our July 9 meeting – no bylaws on the agenda!

Wayne and Ruthie Dennis Ford Club members, as well as members of TSWO,
attended the Carlisle Ford Nationals in Carlisle, PA in June.  Wayne put
together for us a pictorial and journalistic account of their experiences there.

Please see attachment 2 to this newsletter to read Wayne’s article on the event and for a look at some of
the beautiful cars that were there.

Our Trip to the Valley Vineyards Winery

Friday and Saturday evenings throughout the year, Valley Vineyards hosts a weekend cookout.  On
Saturday, June 13 Peg and Brett, Roger and Lisa and Scott decided to drive to Morrow, OH to take in the
experience.  Lisa and Roger generously offered to drive everyone in their van.  We all congregated at
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Scott’s house since his home is the farthest south.  We enjoyed friendly conversation in the van and also at
our destination as we grilled and ate our steak and salmon.  (A word to the wise…if you plan to grill salmon,
take time to learn the process before you go!)   In addition to the grilled entrée, there was a bountiful
buffet of side dishes and desserts from which to choose.  Once meals were finished and several glasses of
wine had been imbibed, we took a self guided tour of the cellar where we got a first hand look at the
winemaking process.  Everyone concluded on the way home that there would be no objection from anyone
present to making the trip an annual event.

July Birthdays July Anniversaries

   3rd: Jim Lenz Beverly & Jim

  If you haven’t been asked for the date of your birthday or anniversary, or you need a correction,
please e-mail our Club Secretary, Peg Andrews, at Pegasus@woh.rr.com

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

Event Date(s) Location

1. Putt-Putt Golf and Lunch  July 18, 1:00 p.m. Young’s Dairy, Yellow Springs
2.  Sonic Cruise-in  July 31, 5:00 p.m. Franklin, Oh

Please take a look back at the June newsletter for a listing of additional events suggested by Beverly.  These are
opportunities for you and your family to attend on your own.  They are not necessarily events that we will be

attending as a club, but certainly hold potential for a fun,
car-centered day.

                   June 25-27                                         Dearborn, Mi

CLUB OFFICERS

   President:  Beverly Knauper  (513) 752-8821                     Vice President:  Roger Hamm (937) 835-5992
Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992 Secretary:  Peg Andrews (937) 237-1131

In the Cellar

At the Sign

At the Grill
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Attachment 1

July 2015 Newsletter Addendum:  TSWO Bylaw Discussions and Decisions on Amendments for
A Tabled Article V and Articles VI thru IX

Below are the motions made and the voting results on recommended amendments to the TSWO Bylaws as proposed at the
June 11, 2015 club meeting.  Rationales for each of the following proposed amendments can be found on the proposed
amendment sheet distributed to all members in the April newsletter and May 2015 meeting handout. IMPORTANT NOTE:
It was previously agreed that all approved amendments would take affect immediately upon passage, but their
insertion in the master copy of the bylaw document will occur when the review of all bylaws has been completed.

1.  Prior to considering proposed amendments to Articles VI thru IX, the following proposed amendment was
     reopened for discussion after it had been tabled at the May 2015 meeting.

Proposed Amendment: Article V, part 5, Eliminate the second sentence that limits a treasurer to two
     consecutive terms.

Motioned By:  Brett Andrews Seconded by:  Scott McGaha

Discussion: Examples were raised for and against having a corporate treasurer for extended periods of time.
Additional concern was raised over possible having both authorized club check writer being in the same

     household.  It was pointed out that another amendment was to be proposed this same evening that would
     preclude that from occurring.  It was also reiterated that we could always elect a new treasurer if unsatisfied
     with their performance or, per the bylaws, remove a club officer for misconduct in office.  The motion was
     called to question and a written vote was taken.

Vote Result:  For the motion:  9                      Against the Motion: 4

2. Proposed Amendment: Article VII, part 3a, Financial Status Reporting:  Change the second sentence to read,

      “The report will be submitted in writing to the club officers (and any requesting BOD member) using the club
        Monthly Financial Report Worksheet (see atch 2) or other format that meets the content criteria and is approved
        by the president.”

Motioned By:  Brett Andrews Seconded by:  Jan Gifford

Discussion:  None

Vote Result:  Motioned carried unanimously

3. Proposed Amendment: Article VII, part 4, Expenditure of TSWO Funds:  Rewrite this entire Part 4 as follows:

Part 4: Approval and Expenditure of TSWO Funds

a.  Normal operating expenses, to include newsletter printing and mailing, website maintenance, guest speaker meals,
club advertizing/event printing, outgoing president mementos, and in memoriam gifts (member or immediate
family only) are to be considered pre-approved expenses.  All other expenditures must be approved prior to
spending club funds.  Recommendations for expenditure of club funds may be originated by any club member.
Such expenditures are to be discussed and voted on by the club members at a general club meeting.  In unusual
circumstances the president, in conjunction with the Board of Directors, may authorize the spending of club funds
for unforeseen situations when a short notice decision is needed prior to the next general club meeting.

              b.  The Funds Expenditure/Reimbursement Request Form (see atch 2) shall be used to
document the expenditure of TSWO funds.  There are two categories of expenditures & reimbursements: Direct
Vendor Payment and Member Reimbursement Requests.  Direct Vendor Payments are those approved product or
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service purchases that will be paid for directly to the vendor with a TSWO check.   Member Reimbursement Requests
are approved product or service purchases that were initially paid for by a club member’s using their personal funds
for which they are requesting reimbursement.  In either case, the club member responsible for coordinating the
purchase with the vendor or who incurred the initial cost is responsible to prepare the appropriate sections of the
Funds Expenditure/Reimbursement Request form and attach all receipts or consumption accounting.  The form will
be submitted to the treasurer for review and forwarded to the president for final approval.   Should the treasurer
believe a request for vendor expenditure or member reimbursement does not comply with Article I, Part II of these
bylaws or that it was not a pre-approved purchase, the matter will be brought to the president and/or BOD, as
appropriate, for resolution.   Expenditure/reimbursement requests made by the president or treasurer may be reviewed
and/or approved, as appropriate by the vice president.  Once approved, the treasurer will prepare the club check and
submit it to the vendor or member requesting reimbursement.   When the action has been completed, the Funds
Expenditure/Reimbursement Request form with receipt(s) and/or consumption reports will be filed with the club’s
financial records.

c.    The treasurer shall generally have custody of the TSWO checkbook and perform financial
 transactions and tracking with the club’s financial institution.  The president is authorized to issue
TSWO checks, will be granted access to the club bank account, and may conduct approved club
related financial transactions.  At no time shall the two club officers authorized check writing
authority and bank account access reside in the same household or be members of the same
family.   Should such a situation arise, the club vice president (or other club officer/BOD member)
shall assume these financial authorities along with the treasurer.

d.   No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall be used for the benefit of, or be distributed to,
      its members, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be authorized
     and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments
    and distribution in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article I, Part 2, herein.

Motioned By:  Brett Andrews Seconded by:  Scott McGaha

Discussion:  Due to the length of this proposed change, Brett explained the change in each of the sections (a
thru d).  This is the amendment that (1) establishes a process for approving the expenditure of
TSWO funds and identifies pre-approved legitimate expenses, (2) restructures the preparation

                            and processing of the Funds Expenditure/Reimbursement Request Form, and (3) eliminates
two members in the same household or family from having authority to write club checks or have
access the club bank account.

Vote Result:  Motioned carried with 1 abstention

4. Proposed Amendment: Article VII, part 5 & 6:  Requests for Reimbursements and Questionable
      Expenditures:  Recommend deletion of both of these sections if recommended change # 2 (the rewrite of all of
      Article 7, part 4) above is approved.

      Motioned By:  Brett Andrews Seconded by:  Scott McGaha

Discussion:  Brett mentioned that these two sections are redundant in purpose to the rewrite of part 4.

Vote Result:  Motioned carried with 1 abstention

5. Proposed Amendment: Article VII, part 7, Debt Clearance:  Renumber this section from part “7” to part “5”

Motioned By:  Brett Andrews Seconded by:  Scott McGaha

Discussion: none

Vote Result:  Motioned carried with 1 abstention
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6. Proposed Amendment: Article IX, Part 1, General Membership Meeting:  add a new part “1c” to read as
     follows:

Club Officer Meeting:  This is a meeting of the four elected club officers for the purpose of providing
      them the opportunity to meet independently to discuss issues relevant to day-to-day club operations.  The
      meeting will be chaired by the president.  Any club officer may request a meeting through the president.
      Guests, who are deemed necessary for the business to be discussed, may be invited to participate.  Meeting
      minutes will be kept and included in the secretary’s club records.

      Motioned By:  Brett Andrews Seconded by:  Jim Ross

Discussion: Brett mentioned that a club officer had identified this shortcoming, so he prepared the proposed
                            amendment to add this type of meeting.

Vote Result:  Motioned carried with 1 abstention
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Atch 2 CARLISLE 2015
By Wayne Dennis

Fords, Fords, Fords!  Everywhere you looked there was a Ford.  All kinds of Fords.  There were flocks of T Birds.
There were baby birds, square birds, bullet birds, flair birds, and retro birds.  There were super coupes and turbo
coupes.  In all, 11 generations were there.  And for the second year in a row, there were more T Birds at the Ford
show than Corvettes at the GM show!  That’s right folks - you read it correctly; more birds than vettes.  That little
tidbit came directly from the owner of Carlisle during his speech at the T Bird banquet on Friday night.  Now let’s
talk about Pony cars.  There were herds everywhere all corralled together by color.  Red ones, yellow ones, blue
ones, black ones, and white ones plus a few strays.  There were Mavericks, Pintos, Shelby’s, GTs, and the classic
Crown Victoria’s. And last but not least, there were trucks, big ones and little ones.

So where do we start?  Let’s begin with my personal pick for “Best of Show”, a mini all-steel 1955 Ford.

This little beauty is owned and was built by Hoppy and
Tonda Hopkins of Locust Grove, Virginia.  It started as
full-size steel 1955 Ford which was cut down to fit on a
gas powered golf cart.  The doors were formed from flat
sheet metal.  The original dash was cut down to fit.  The
headlights, turn signals, and horn all work. Amazingly,
it has an original V8 under the hood.

He drove the mini all over the show grounds and let me
tell you it drew crowds all day long.  To say it was the
hit of the show would be an understatement.

Next, are my favorite baby Birds.  This gray ‘57 was an absolutely magnificent T Bird in every detail.  As I looked
at the immaculate baby bird the one word that keep popping into my head was “stunning”!!!
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The second T Bird was a red one no less, belonging to a fellow club member (Bart). This beautiful bird was
originally owned by Mrs. Zoe Dell Nutter, wife of local Beavercreek businessman and philanthropist E. J. Nutter.
Also, the car was restored here in Ohio.  Notice all those unabashed, unbiased local plugs?

No show would be complete without something for the
kiddies—the BIG kiddies.  The ultimate toy truck that
every big boy or girl wishes for is a Tonka truck.  This is
the perfect machine for every big sand box, mud hole, or
maybe just a little something to take off-roading in your
spare time.  On second thought, “Would you get it
dirty?”  No way!
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No show would be complete without a super hero’s set of wheels.  So feast your eyes on this Bat Mobile.  This
retro bird was very neat and tastefully done.  Looking at the car and talking to the owner I assumed that all the fins
and defensive measures (smokescreen, oil slick, and nails) were permanently attached to the car.  Wrong!  When
leaving the Thunderbird banquet that night, parked right behind my car was the Bat Mobile minus the fins and
defensive measures.  I must admit that it looked so, so naked and powerless without them.

To conclude, I must report that Ford left the corral gate open and herds of pony cars escaped to Carlisle and they
all seemed to gather by color.  No roundup would be complete without a selection for Mustang beauty (a black and
orange thoroughbred) and beast (just has to be the new blown Shelby).
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In closing, this was my first stint as roving car club reporter/photographer.  Consequently, I’ve decided that I’m
not going to quit my day job.  Oh, I forgot I’m retired I can’t quit my recliner.  Now all you Ford fans just
remember to keep those birds flying, those ponies galloping, and most of all don’t forget to “Keep the shiny side
up”.  Take care!
                                                                 The Roving Car Reporter
                                                                           (Aka Wayne)


