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MEETING MINUTES

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by the club president, Roger Hamm, at 7:00 p.m. on June
9th, 2016 at the MCL Cafeteria.

Attendees: Roger & Lisa Hamm, Scott McGaha, Nancy & Julie Blake, Beverly Knauper & Jim Ross, Guy &
Jan Gifford, Brett & Peg Andrews, and new member Mark Allen.

Approval of Minutes:   The president requested comments for changes to the May 2016 meeting minutes
as published in the June 2016 newsletter.  Having no questions or concerns raised over the subject
minutes they were approved as published in the June club newsletter

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Roger introduced a new club member, Mark Allen, who works with Roger.  Mark’s wife, Jackie, was unable
to attend.  They live in Springboro and own a 2005 silver anniversary retrobird.  Mark talked a little
about his background and then Roger went around the room and had each club member introduced
themselves to Mark.

Brett was welcomed back to the club after missing a month due to his knee replacement surgery.   He is
up moving around and doing well.

Roger mentioned that an acquaintance of Lisa’s has a nice restored 1963 Ford Galaxie for sale.  Pictures
were provided.  Anyone interested can see Roger or Lisa.

REPORTS:

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa provided the treasurer’s report identifying no changes from last month.

Event Planning: Scott described our upcoming Butler County Donut Trail Tour this coming Saturday.  He
provided copies of a route maps and donut tour passports to be stamped at each of the eight donut shop.
Those participating are to meet at the first donut shop (Stan the Donut Man) in West Chester are 8:00
a.m. on Saturday morning rain or shine. (see the story and pictures of the Donut tour in this newsletter)

Scott also mentioned that we would be going to the Second Street Market in Dayton as our monthly club
event on July 16th.  More definitive details will be made available at the July meeting.  Brett reminded the
members that the Gale Halderman cruise-in is scheduled for noon to 4:00 p.m. on July 13th for those
interested in attending.
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Next Meeting:   July 14th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering

Scott received an e-mail from a former club member about cruise-ins that are being held on the 3rd

Fridays in July and August at the Voss Used Car lot on Loop Road in Centerville.  The cruise –in will run
from 5:00 to 9 p.m.  There will be food available and music for your enjoyment.  Expect to make a
donation which will go to the Fisher House at Wright-Patterson AFB.

Finally Scott mentioned the Friday evening cruise-ins at the Kettering Town Center at the corner or
Woodman and Dorothy Lane.

OLD BUSINESS:

Members were reminded that there still is a Friday night cruise-in going on at the Lofino’s parking lot in
Beavercreek.

NEW BUSINESS:

The floor was turned over to Beverly who proposed a modification to the club bylaws to state that
membership in VTCI was encouraged rather than required.  Specifically her amendment affected Article
II, Part 1, paragraph 1 and read as follows:

 “Applicants for membership in TSWO are encouraged to also become members of Vintage
Thunderbird Club International (VTCI) since to remain a VTCI chapter at least half of the members
of TSWO must also be members of VTCI.  All officers of TSWO must be VTCI members at the
time of election and throughout their terms in office.”

The official motion to adopt the change was made by Guy and seconded by Scott.  The proposal was
opened for discussion.  With no discussion ensuing, a vote was taken and passed unanimously 12 to 0.  The
change was to take effect immediately.  Brett will prepare an errata sheet of the change which will be
distributed to the membership.

Open Floor: Scott mentioned some upcoming car events from his Show and Shine Calendar.

Adjourn: Having no further discussions, Roger requested a motion to adjourn. A motion to adjourn was
made by Jan and seconded by Jim.  The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

Roger Hamm
President

Message from the President

Now that July has arrived, we are definitely into the cruise season.  I first want to welcome Brett back
from his knee surgery.  I know it will take some time for him to get to walking without any pain, but I am
sure he will be back to normal quickly.
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Also, I would like to welcome our new members Mark & Jackie Allen to our club.  They joined our club last
month and they were able to join us in our June club event on Saturday, June 18th, which was the Butler
County Donut Trail.  I am sure they enjoyed their time with us and I look forward to seeing them at our
meetings and other outings we plan the rest of this year.

I would like to thank Scott for setting up our trail route for all the doughnut shops we went to.  Lots of
doughnuts were purchased and eaten along the way.  Very good job, Scott.  Our next outing scheduled will
be the Dale Halderman’s Museum cruise in on July 13th in Tipp City.  Our July meeting will be on July 14th

at MCL Cafeteria in Kettering, OH at 7:00 pm.

On Sunday, June 19th (which was Father’s Day), I decided to go to the Darke County annual Father’s Day
car show at the Darke County Fairgrounds.  The setting there was very nice with lots of large trees
providing lots of shade to park under.  This show was very well organized with about 15 to 20 different
classes set up.  I took my 2002 Retrobird, with air conditioning not working.  Luckily, I found a tree to
park under, so it didn’t get too warm inside the car.  Once you get your car registered, they have you
drive behind the registration tent where it is judged, then you can go back and park back in your original
space.  I wasn’t going to get our car judged, but decided to just for shucks and grins.  As it turned out,
there were 8 cars in my class so I figured it would not win a top 3 award in my class.  I walked up near
where they were announcing the winners and when they got to my class K, I was totally shocked when
they announced my name first!  I walked up, got my very nice trophy and went back to my car.
Unfortunately, I was so surprised with winning the trophy that I forgot to grab my folding red chair with
the shade, and left without it .  Hopefully, I’ll be able to find another one at Ace hardware where I
originally purchased mine & Lisa’s chairs. Speaking of hot cars, see my article later in this newsletter on
hold to charge the A/C in your retrobird.

July Birthdays July Anniversaries

3rd: Jim Lenz   Jim & Beverly

Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location
1.  Dale Halderman Museum Cruise-in                        13 July                                                      Tipp City
2.  2nd Street Market         16 July         Dayton
2.  Gilmore Museum (tentative)                          Aug-Sep (Tentative)                                     Battle Creek, Mi

CLUB OFFICERS

   President: Roger Hamm  (937) 835-5992                     Vice President: Scott McGaha (937) 439-1138
   Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992 Secretary: Brett Andrews (937) 237-1131
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Donut Trail Tour Highlights

On June 18th eleven members of TSWO (Roger & Lisa, Scott, Beverly & Jim,
Brett & Peg, Nancy & Julie, and our newest club members Mark & Jackie
Allen) embarked on a decadent culinary adventure.  In one morning we
attempted and succeeded at visiting eight donut shops across Butler County on
the now infamous Butler County
Donut Tour (see the map).   The
adventure began at the Stan the
Donut Man shop in West Chester and
ended at Milton’s Donuts in

Middletown. As an added adventure as we approached Martin’s
Donut Shop in Trenton we came in at the tail end of the city’s
bicentennial parade. The three retrobirds driven by Roger & Lisa,
Beverly & Jim, and Mark & Jackie became part of the parade waving
at the spectators until we arrived at the shop.  If not mistaken, I think I
saw Jackie throwing donuts to the crowd. At each of the eight shops
we had our Donut Trail Passports stamped.  The completed passports
will be sent to Butler County and in 6 to 8 weeks each person should
receive a Donut Tour tee shirt to commemorate our accomplishment.
At the completion of the tour seven club members went to O’Charleys
in Middletown for a relaxing and delicious lunch -- no dessert of
course.  Evidence of accomplishment is shown in the photos below.
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Have A Donut!!!
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Servicing the Air Conditioning on a 2002 Retrobird
By:  Roger Hamm

I recently decided to try to recharge the air conditioning in my 2002 Retrobird since it was no longer blowing cold
air.  I purchased a can of refrigerant with a hose and gauge from a local auto parts store and got ready to start my
project.  I opened up the hood of the ‘bird expecting to find the fitting for the air conditioner on the right side of
the car near the firewall as it is on my other vehicles.  After looking everywhere for it and not finding it, I decided
to get on the internet and Google how to recharge a 2002 Tbird air conditioner.  Much to my surprise, the fitting is
located on the lower left side of the engine on the air conditioner compressor near the frame rail.   After seeing
how one must complete this job, I decided to take some pictures and explain the steps necessary to get this task
accomplished.

First, you will need to get a floor jack and some jack stands to jack up the front end of the car.  I would also
recommend that you remove the left front tire which will make it much easier to see and reach the a/c fitting.
Once the car is jacked up and on jack stands and the left wheel removed, you will see a flat, black square plastic
shield that is held in place with two plastic clips attached to the frame rail.

Using a flat-blade screwdriver, you can remove one plastic clip on
the plastic shield and slide it back (fig. 1).  Then, look under the
car and you will see a plastic tray that is about 12” long and about
4” wide (fig. 2).  It is held in place with a plastic clip on the frame
rail and two small bolts on the bottom side.  One bolt uses a 5.5
mm socket and the other bolt uses an 8mm socket.

Remove these bolts and the plastic clip on the frame rail.  Then
this plastic tray will come down.  With this removed, look up and
you will see the a/c fitting on the side of the compressor.  It is
about one hand width from the frame rail and just above the
stabilizer bar.

Connect the air conditioning recharge hose to the fitting on the air
conditioner of the car (fig. 3).  It may take several tries as you
barely have room to get your hand in there.  Plus pressure on the
system may blow your hose off the fitting.

You may want to make sure you also have some rags with you, as you
will definitely get grease on your hands.  Once you have this job
completed, you just have to put the plastic tray and shield back onto
the car and put the wheel back on the car.  Hopefully, once it is done,
it will stay charged up.  I ended up having to take mine to get it
repaired, as it had already leaked out and was not cold the first time
I took the car out for our club event and had to endure a hot ride.

Fig.
1

Fig. 2

Fig. 3


