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MEETING MINUTES

Call to Order:  The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. February 13, 2014 at the MCL Cafeteria, Beverly Knauper presiding.

Attendees: Brett Andrews, Nancy and Julie Blake, Ed Brown, Ruthie and Wayne Dennis, Jan and Guy Gifford, Lisa and
Roger Hamm, Gary Hufford, Beverly Knauper and Jim Ross, Jim Lenz, Scott McGaha

Prior to the start of the meeting Nancy distributed Valentine muffins to all the members and Jim and Beverly handed out little
candy cars they made from miniature candy bars, M&Ms and animal cookies.  A thank you was extended for their
thoughtfulness.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Beverly asked if there were any questions or concerns over January meeting minutes as shown in the February newsletter.  No
issues were raised. There was a unanimous vote to accept the minutes as published.

Discussion:

Beverly welcomed Gary back after his knee surgery.  Gary said he was feeling well and making great progress. He introduced
his brother, Randy, who accompanied (drove) him to the meeting.   The doctor did not want him driving yet.

Beverly also welcomed Brownie back.  Brownie indicated he had just turned 90 on February 10th.

Beverly asked if anyone had heard from members we hadn’t seen for a while.  It was reported that Jim Ellinger was improving
but was not venturing out in the bitter cold.  Nancy mentioned she had talked to Jack and he was holding his own. Brett
reported that he had talked to Carl Geiger.  Carl felt it was necessary that he drop from the club since he has had to surrender
his driver’s license due to a medical condition with his eyes.

T-Bird Updates:

Wayne mentioned his T-Bird is getting close to completion.  It is now in the upholstery shop having the interior and truck
redone.

Gary told us he is hiring an individual to put his car back together after all the renovation work, to include the installation of
air conditioning.  Once he is better able to get around, he will be loading his car and all the parts on his trailer to make the
move.

Beverly reported that the Cincinnati Auto Expo will be held at the Duke Energy convention Center from Wednesday, Feb 19th

thru Sunday the 23rd.   She and Jim will be working a booth and will have TSWO flyers on hand in the hopes of signing up
new club members.

REPORTS:

Treasurer:  Lisa provided a summary report of the club’s financial status
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Event Planning Committee:  Roger stated the committee will be meeting immediately after today’s club meeting to discuss the
ideas they have and the suggestions submitted by club members.

Sons of Italy Car Show Committee: Brett reported he had been in e-mail and phone contact with the representative from the
Sons of Italy concerning the planning for the Bocce Classic Car Show to be held in July.  A face-to-face meeting has been set
up with them which Brett, Wayne and Guy will attend on Tuesday, Feb 18th.

OLD BUSINESS:

Beverly again mentioned that TSWO dues are due and the grace period ends in March.  VTCI dues are also past due.

If anyone has any changes in phone numbers, home addresses or e-mail addresses, please let Peg know so we can update our
rosters.

Beverly reminded the membership of our monetary donation to the Ronald McDonald house in January.   Lisa then read a
formal letter she had received from Karen Demsey Volke, their Chief Development Officer, addressed to our club and
thanking us for our thoughtfulness.

Beverly again requested that the members consider writing a T-Bird story for publishing in our newsletter.  She thanked Peg
for the humorous article in the last newsletter, then joking reminded folks that no names were used in that article, but stated
that if we have to continue to create stories we may add some names next time!

Members were asked if anyone needed any club related apparel or if anyone had any ideas/suggestions on some novelty club
related item we may want to have made to sell.

NEW BUSINESS:

Beverly asked if anyone would like to volunteer to be Brett’s assistant webmaster to help with the maintenance of the club
website.  Scott volunteered.  Thanks, Scott.

OPEN FLOOR:

Brett mentioned we received a message on our website e-mail from a gentleman who had a 1962 Thunderbird hardtop for sale
that had been almost fully restored.  Brett had pictures, a professional estimate of the car’s value, and contact information for
the seller if anyone was interested.

Brownie stated that radio station 100.3 FM has a show on daily from 12:15 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. that caters to people who want to
sell or buy automotive items.  If you’re looking to sell or buy, you may want to listen.

Nancy thanked Beverly for passing out copies of the agenda at each club meeting. She said it helps the members keep track of
where we are and what will be discussed.

ADJOURN:  At the conclusion of discussion, Beverly asked for a motion to adjourn.  The motion was made by Guy and
seconded by Wayne.  The meeting adjourned at 7:40.

Beverly Knauper, President

From the President’s Nest

This is the time of year for new car shows.  I spent a lot of time at the Tri-State Mustang/Ford Club booth during the recent
Cincinnati Auto Expo, hoping to promote our Thunderbird club.  We had three Mustangs in the booth and they generated a
fair amount of interest.  A 2015 Mustang in the Ford new car area had visitors still talking about it as they stopped by our
booth.  I talked to a few people about the Thunderbirds of Southwest Ohio and I also had time to ponder car design and car
club membership.

I wonder what a 2015 Thunderbird would have looked like.  I hope it would still be “unique in all the world” rather than the
“same design team” look of nearly all current cars.  Each generation of Thunderbird reflects the history of its time.  Our cars
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attract attention.  To find new members, we are going to have to get our cars and our club name out there.  We need to
remember to take our club flags and membership brochures to car shows and cruise-ins we attend.  I’m going to place some
brochures on my windshield/in the trunk for interested people.  We might consider volunteering to help at a local charity event
as a club.  A number of visitors to the Mustang booth asked for recommendations for car restorers.  Perhaps we can generate a
list of reliable, quality Thunderbird restorers as a resource.  Brett has developed a great club website which highlights our
activities and describes who we are.  Having an updated website depicting an active membership is very important to potential
members.  These are all reasonable approaches, but the most important thing we can do is to have fun and enjoy our
Thunderbirds. Who could resist our collective joy and beautiful cars?

Our Thunderbird Story, Part 2
by Jim Ross and Beverly Knauper

Part 1 (January 2013 Newsletter) of our Thunderbird story introduced our three T-Birds:  the 1963 Landau that we
had restored, the 2003 that was supposed to be a driver T-Bird but ended up a show car (November 2010
Newsletter), and the 2004 driver Thunderbird.  We pretty much considered our flock complete, although one of us
(Beverly) periodically checks online just to see what Thunderbirds are for sale.

When the Tri-State Mustang/Ford Club decided to have a booth at the 2014 Cincinnati Auto Expo (February), we
decided to take the 2004 T-Bird to the club booth to show that all Fords are welcome and that Thunderbirds are
cool.  As the snow and ice piled up in front of our garage, it became apparent that the T-Bird wasn’t getting out.
Jim seemed particularly distraught by this so Beverly suggested “we can buy a car to take”.  Noting that Jim didn’t
protest, Beverly looked online and located a 2004 Pacific Coast special edition T-Bird in Indiana.  We ultimately
bought the car on the day that cars were being brought to the Auto Expo.  With a license plate from our “old” 2004
T-Bird to put on the new one, Jim was ready to drive the new car to downtown Cincinnati.  However, for the first
Time in his life, he was unhappy to discover a full tank of gasoline. (Cars at the convention center can have at most
an eighth of a tank of gasoline.)  Jim asked, “Who sells a used car with a full tank of gas?”  So he drove it
home and then tried every piece of tubing we could locate to siphon out gasoline.  No tubing ever reached the
gasoline.

Jim then looked online and discovered many newer cars have an anti-siphoning design, which apparently this one
does.  Sadly, the car never made it to the Auto Expo.

On the positive side, we have a very nice “new-to-
us” Thunderbird!  The Pacific Coast edition is an
exterior/interior color/appearance package, with the
exterior a silver-green metallic and the interior a
light tan/green color.  (We think the West Coast
must be calling us because our 2012 Mustang is a
California Special.)  The Thunderbird has been well
cared for throughout its 25,000 miles and we’re
looking forward to taking it to car shows and
cruise-ins.

This accompanying picture is a rarity for us. It is
the only time we have had any of our Thunderbirds
in snow!

CLUB OFFICERS

   President:  Beverly Knauper  (513) 752-8821                     Vice President: Roger Hamm (937) 835-5992
   Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992                              Secretary:  Peg Andrews (937) 237-1131
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Next Meeting: March 13th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering

March BIRTHDAYS

1st: Nancy Blake
2nd:   Scott McGaha
23rd: Gary Hufford

If you haven’t been asked for the date of your birthday or need a correction, please e-mail our
Club Secretary, Peg Andrews, at pegasus@woh.rr.com

WHEN CAN WE GET OUR T-BIRDS OUT?

Having just endured a very challenging winter, many of us are wondering what the weather will be like this Spring and
Summer.   There is an aching in our hearts to get our T-Birds on the road.  It can’t happen soon enough.  And, somewhere in
the corners of all of our minds is a little nagging thought about how many days will be lost to spring rain and intolerable
summer heat.  It all comes down to that wonderful topic of conversation, the weather.

For years people have relied on the Farmer’s Almanac to provide some answers.  Below you will find their prognostications
for 2014.  Don’t rely on them too much though.   Just a look at the very first sentence about the winter, makes one question
their reliability.

Annual Weather Summary: November 2013 to October 2014

Winter will be colder and drier than normal, with below-normal snowfall. The coldest periods will be in December,
early January, and early February, with the snowiest periods in early December and early March. April and May
will be warmer and drier than normal. Summer will be hotter and rainier than normal, with the hottest periods in mid- to
late June and early to mid-July. Watch for a tropical rain threat in mid-July. September and October will be slightly cooler and
drier than normal.

Temperature and Precipitation November 2013 to October 2014

Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location

1. Model Car Cruise-In/Swap Meet March 15th Grandpa’s Garage
(10am – 3pm)

2. Sons of Italy Car Show      July  19th                                     Sons of Italy Lodge, Kettering


