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Happy Thanksgiving
MEETING MINUTES:

Call to Order: The October meeting was called to order by our President, Beverly Knauper, at 7:00 p.m.,
October 9th at the MCL Cafeteria.

Attendees: Peg & Brett Andrews, Nancy & Julie Blake, Ruthie & Wayne Dennis, Jan & Guy Gifford, Lisa &
Roger Hamm, Beverly Knauper & Jim Ross, Jim Lenz and Scott McGaha

Approval of Minutes:  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of the September club
meeting, as shown in the October newsletter, so the minutes stand approved as published.

REPORTS:

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa reported no changes had occurred in our treasury since our last meeting.

Event Planning Committee: Roger reminded us that our October event will be the tour of the Center for
Automotive Research (CAR) at the Ohio State University on Saturday the 25th of September.  Our
December event will be the annual Christmas party which will once again be held at MCL.

Show Committee: Wayne reported he contact the head of the Popcorn Festival Car Show and was advised
that the issue of our club involvement in the operation of their car show for 2015 was not discussed at their
last board meeting but would be addressed at the next.  Brett indicated he still had not been contacted by
the Sons of Italy regarding a feedback session for the July show or their plans for a show in 2015.

OLD BUSINESS:

Beverly continued the conversation about the tour of the Center for Automotive Research, asking how many
will be attending and telling us of the location of visitor parking.  She also mentioned that cameras are
welcome.  Plans were made to gather for lunch at a nearby restaurant after the tour.

NEW BUSINESS:

Beverly told the group that on December 11th, the date of our Christmas party, we will have the room at MCL
from 5:30 until they close that evening.   The party will begin at 7 p.m., but those responsible for setting up
the room and decorating will have access to the room at the earlier time.  Ruthie, Nancy and Julie
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Next Meeting: November 13th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering

volunteered, once again, to come early to “festivize” our meeting place.  Our thanks to them.  The
membership decided to have a white elephant gift exchange again this year since we had so much fun with it
last year.

Beverly introduced the subject of giving a monetary donation to a charity.  Last year we had given part of
the proceeds from the car show to the Ronald McDonald House.  Members decided to table this idea until
we find out more details of next year’s car show.

OPEN FLOOR: There was no discussion during the open floor.

ADJOURN: At 7:42 Beverly asked for a motion to adjourn.  The motion was made by Wayne and
seconded by Jan.

Beverly Knauper
 President

November Birthdays November Anniversaries

No club member birthdays     Nancy and Charles Blake
                       this month                       November 20, 1954

From the President’s Nest

While the fall colors are beautiful, the season sometimes has a negative connotation.  As some
plants prepare for dormancy over the winter, others will die with the first frost.  Songs and other
media remind us of the “autumn of our lives” to be followed by winter and no longer being on earth.
I propose that, instead, we consider this a time of renewal.  Our recent tour of the Center for
Automotive Research gave me a renewed hope for our future.  The intelligent, engaged,
enthusiastic students are the upcoming leaders.  We are in good hands.  Now is a good time to
assess our Thunderbirds.  Do they need fluids changed?  Would a polishing make them shine even
more?  Let’s renew them now for next year, the 60th anniversary of the Thunderbird.  This is also
the time for renewing memberships to both TSWO and VTCI.  We make the commitment for
another year to celebrate the Thunderbird in fellowship with other like-minded people.  So let’s
consider fall a time of renewal, a preparation for the fun and adventures that await us.
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OSU Center for Automotive Research (CAR) Tour (Report and photos by Brett Andrews)

On October 25th, a beautiful and warm Saturday, seven members of our club joined with members
from the Cincinnati Mustang Club and the Ohio Cobra club to tour the Ohio State University
Center for Automotive Research in Columbus.  Although the tour lasted only about an hour, what we
saw was most interesting.   We were guided on our walk through of the center by two students
from the facility.  The guides explained the objective of the center and showed us numerous
examples of projects and studies underway.

To paraphrase OSU CAR mission statement, they are a multidisciplinary research and education
center devoted to educating the future generation of automotive leaders.  Its mission is to provide
worldwide dissemination of technical knowledge by actively responding to the needs of clients and
partners and by involving its faculty, staff, and researchers in pursuing cutting-edge research in
the areas of energy, environment, and safety.  The Program emphasizes integration among the
disciplines of energy systems, electromechanical systems, modeling and simulation, and sensing
actuation and control, while providing knowledge in fields such as combustion, fluid and thermal
sciences, electro-mechanics, control systems, and software engineering.

Following the tour, the clubs meet at a local Bob Evans Restaurant for a late afternoon lunch and
pleasant conversation with our fellow car enthusiasts.  Additional photos from the tour will be
available on our website shortly.  You can obtain more information about the OSU Center for
Automotive Research by going to their website at http://car.osu.edu.
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Did you Know !!!

Though the Thunderbird prototype shown at the Detroit Auto Show in February 1954 generally resembled the one that
went into production that September, there were several design changes proposed prior to production.  Some of those
changes were implemented and some weren’t.   This “Did You Know” moment is about one that wasn’t.

During the spring and summer of 1954 after the design of the standard Ford line had been firmed up, it was to be used
as the mirror against which management wanted to play the appearance and performance of the new Thunderbird
(Note: The initial plan was to market the Thunderbird as a variant of the Fairlane series).   To enhance that
resemblance, the chrome stripe down the side of the full size Ford was proposed to be added to the Thunderbird.
This chrome adornment would eventually become known as the “Fairlane Stripe”. Production tooling was prepared to
add the stripe to the Thunderbird but an ongoing debate over the stripe versus the clean look of the Thunderbird
without the stripe resulted in the clean look winning out.  A few pre-production Thunderbirds were made with the
Fairlane stripe, but no production thunderbirds were ever produced with the stripe.  However, it is interesting to note
that well into the fall of 1954, Ford advertisements for the new Thunderbird continued to show the Fairlane stripe.
Note the striking similarity between the pre-production 1955 T-bird and the 1955 Fairlane convertible.

Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location

 Club Christmas Celebration 7:00 p.m. December 11th MCL Cafeteria

CLUB OFFICERS

   President:  Beverly Knauper (513) 752-8821                     Vice President:  Roger Hamm (937) 835-5992
   Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992                              Secretary:  Peg Andrews (937) 237-1131

The above verbiage and T-bird
photos were extracted from the
book, “Thunderbird! An Illustrated
History of the Ford T-Bird”, by Ray
Miller, pgs 25 & 30. The text was
edited for brevity.  The Fairlane
photo was obtained on the internet

1955 pre-production T-Bird with Fairlane stripe 1955 production T-Bird without Fairlane stripe

1955 Ford Fairlane Convertible


