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MEETING MINUTES:

Call to Order: The October TSWO meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on October 8, 2015 at
the MCL Cafeteria.  As President Beverly Knauper opened the meeting, she remarked that she
couldn’t believe that it was October already and that car show season was soon coming to an end.

Attendees: Peg and Brett Andrews, Nancy and Julie Blake,  Jan and Guy Gifford,  Lisa and Roger
Hamm, Beverly Knauper and Jim Ross, Scott McGaha, and Jay Walsh.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Hearing no objections, the minutes of the September meeting as
distributed in the October newsletter were approved.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES:

Nancy happily announced at the September meeting that she and Julie have a new Thunderbird “at
home in her garage.”   Unfortunately, this month she announced that her 1966 red Landau was in a
different kind of garage, the repair shop garage.  She had some complications with her car, mostly
consisting of aged hoses, etc.  “By Spring,” Nancy assured us, “it will be ready to go again.”

Guy reported that he has worked on his gas tank and got it cleaned out.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

On September 19th the Sharonville Ford Transmission Plant annual car show was held.  Beverly
reported that it was a very nice show, even though it got rained on.  However, we are hearty car
enthusiasts and that did not “dampen” anyone’s spirits!  This was a very special show for T-Bird
owners because 12 trophies were given to Thunderbirds in honor of the 60th anniversary of the T-
Bird celebrated this year.   We thank the Sharonville Ford Transmission Plant Show for honoring
our Thunderbirds!

As a historic note, Beverly inspired us to look ahead to October 22, and on that day to pause to
realize that the very first Thunderbird car rolled off the assembly line on that day in 1954.  What
a remarkable occasion that was!  Our lives have been changed because of it.
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REPORTS:

Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Lisa Hamm gave us the end of the month balance.  There were no changes since the last
report.

Events Planning Report:
Scott told the membership that his aunt had recently passed away and he had not had time to
spend on planning an event.  Our condolences to Scott and his family.   Scott offered to put
together a covered bridges tour, but the membership was unable to come up with a date when
most people were available so the event was dismissed for now.  Perhaps we will take it up again
next Spring or Fall.

NEW BUSINESS;

Vice-President, Roger Hamm, who is responsible for the election process, informed us that a
candidacy letter has been received from Lisa Hamm for the position of Treasurer and one has
been received from Brett Andrews for the position of Secretary.  Since there is only one person
filing for each position, an election by ballot won’t be necessary and those two individuals will begin
to serve in the respective offices in January of 2016.  Roger will become President at that time as
well.  In the absence of a candidate to fill the office of Vice-President, Scott said he will step up
to fulfill those duties even though he doesn’t have a lot of time to devote to it.  The membership
was unanimous in accepting his offer and also agreed to help him in any way possible.  We thank all
the folks who are sacrificing their time to serve in these capacities.  We greatly appreciate what
you do for the club!

Discussion once again arose on how to increase the membership of the club.  One suggestion was to
remove the requirement of belonging to VTCI (Vintage Thunderbird Club International).  Several
prospective new members have stated that this is a problem to them and one of the reasons they
decided not to join our club.  Since VTCI only requires that half of the members of any club be
members of VTCI, it would be possible for some members to be free of that requirement.  A
conversation then ensued about the possible consequences of making that change such as how
would we handle the matter if the number of VTCI membership in our club dropped below 50%.
The President suggested that to formally pursue this matter further someone needs to submit a
written proposal as required by our bylaw.  The appropriate form (Bylaws Amendment Worksheet)
for submitting a proposed amendment to our bylaws can be found on our club website at the
TSWO Bylaws link.

OPEN FLOOR:

Several upcoming events were mentioned from the open floor.  Fuel the Miracle Car Show will be
held on October 17.  Benefits go a very good cause, the Dayton Children’s Hospital.  The cost is
$20 on the day of the show.
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Next Meeting: November 12th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave
Kettering

The Bellbrook annual Trick or Treat Halloween Car Show was spoken of as well as the Jack Roush
Day in Manchester.

Brett told about the visit he and Peg made to the Gilmore Museum in Kalamazoo, MI.  He stated
that he and Peg will be making a second trip there sometime next Spring and opened up the
possibility of making it a club event at that time.

ADJOURN: At 7:36 p.m. a motion to adjourn was made by Jim and seconded by Guy.

                           Beverly Knauper, President

From the President’s Nest

At our house, detailing Thunderbirds has given way to raking leaves.  As soon as I finish updating
our car scrapbooks, I’ll “close the books” on another car season.  Jim and I enjoy looking through
the books from time to time; they recall memories of fun times and great people.

Along with fall leaves come thoughts of the holiday season.  At our next club meeting (November
12) we’ll make final plans for our Christmas party (December 10 at MCL).  If you’re thinking ahead
to next year, don’t forget that club dues for 2016 will be coming due.  I suspect that Lisa will be
happy to accept them at the November meeting.  Also, you should have received a membership
renewal envelope from VTCI in the latest Thunderbird Scoop.  If you’re looking for a must-have
part for your Ford project car, don’t forget the Fall Ford SuperSwap at the Ohio Expo Center on
Saturday, November 28 (9-5), and Sunday, November 29 (9-3).  I’m always amazed at the
“treasures” offered there.  We only have two months remaining to celebrate the 60th Thunderbird
Anniversary year.  Make them count!

November Birthdays November Anniversaries

None Nancy Blake

 If you haven’t been asked for the date of your birthday or anniversary,
        or you need a correction, please e-mail our Club Secretary, Peg Andrews, at pegasus@woh.rr.com
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Why Turkey on Thanksgiving?

While the idea of giving thanks and celebrating the harvest was popular
in certain parts of the country, it was by no means an annual national

holiday. Presidents would occasionally declare a Thanksgiving Day celebration, but the holiday
hadn't completely caught on nationwide. Many of these early celebrations included turkey.
Alexander Hamilton once remarked that, "No citizen of the U.S. shall refrain from turkey on
Thanksgiving Day."

When William Bradford's journals were reprinted in 1856 after being lost for a century, they
found a receptive audience with advocates who wanted Thanksgiving turned into a national holiday.
Since Bradford wrote of how the colonists had hunted wild turkeys during the autumn of 1621 and
since turkey is a uniquely American bird, it gained traction as the Thanksgiving meal of choice for
Americans after Lincoln declared Thanksgiving a national holiday in 1863.

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

Event Date(s) Location

Christmas Party      Dec 10th                 MCL Cafeteria

CLUB OFFICERS

   President:  Beverly Knauper  (513) 752-8821                     Vice President: Roger Hamm (937) 835-5992
   Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992                              Secretary:  Peg Andrews (937) 237-1131
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Thunderbird – “Unique in All the World”
By Beverly Knauper

Since its inception, the Ford Thunderbird has flaunted performance and luxury, while reflecting the American
culture of its time.  Since Henry Ford was fired from the second company he founded because he concentrated on
racing rather than building a car to sell to the masses, it is not surprising that Thunderbird began as an American
sports car.  It was Ford’s answer to the Corvette, although with additional amenities such as a heater, radio, and
power-assisted windows, brakes and steering.  The 1955 Thunderbird beat some of the Corvette’s performance
statistics.  The Thunderbird soon participated in stock and drag racing, with the 1957 race version beating about
everything else that was similarly equipped, including the Corvette.  This first generation Thunderbird set the
pattern for the phrase commonly used to describe Thunderbirds:  personal luxury car.   The radio in the 1957
Thunderbird even automatically adjusted its volume based on engine speed.

While the two-seater Thunderbird was well-received by the public, Ford’s research suggested that a four-seater
had more marketing potential since the back seat could hold the increasing numbers of baby-boomers appearing on
earth.  Indeed, Thunderbird sales increased for the second generation model, whose unit-body construction was an
industry leader.  The 1958 Thunderbird was also the first American car in which bucket seats and a center console
were standard and the 1960 model offered the first postwar sunroof on an American car.  The 1959 and 1960
models continued the Thunderbird racing heritage.

Americans became fascinated with space exploration in the late 1950s and 1960s.  The design of the third
generation Thunderbird reflected this.  When viewed from the side, the pointed nose and round taillights of the
1961 Thunderbird resemble a rocket.  1961 marked the debut of the “swing-away” steering wheel as well as the
“floating” rearview mirror.  (As one who has re-glued mirrors to the windshields of multiple Ford vehicles, I’m
willing to argue whether this was one of Ford’s better ideas.)  The 1963 Thunderbird Landau captured two new
“must have” options:  a vinyl roof and simulated wood grain interior trim.  The combination of performance and
luxury in a sporty package meant that Thunderbird was not readily affordable to all.  Lee Iacocca wanted a cheap,
sporty Ford product, what he referred to as the “poor man’s Thunderbird.”  The Ford Mustang was delivered!

The fourth generation Thunderbird continued the aeronautical theme with instrument panels resembling the
cockpit of an airplane.  The 1964 model displayed a Thunderbird innovation: flow-through interior ventilation.
The 1965 Thunderbird received double-sided keys and – drum roll, please – sequential taillights.  The taillight
style was so good that it was used on special Ford Mustangs in 1968.

The 1967 Thunderbird, the beginning of the fifth generation, marked a shift away from the sporty image to a six-
passenger full-size luxury automobile.  Take a look at the rectangular grill if you want to see an early version of a
USB port!  All was not well in the world, however, as the 1968 Thunderbird began the decline in horsepower due
to emissions control equipment.  The Thunderbirds through 1976 were luxurious land yachts.  Abercrombie &
Fitch special ordered five 1967 “Apollo” Thunderbirds that included telephones and Philco televisions.  There
were 1971 Neiman-Marcus “his and her” Thunderbirds that included telephones and tape recorders.  In response to
the 1973-74 OPEC oil embargo, the 1977 Thunderbird became a mid-size luxury car, potentially appealing to a
larger market since gasoline prices were rising.  In addition, in 1975 the U.S. government began to set fuel
efficiency requirements for automobile manufacturers.

The 1978 model marked Thunderbird’s return to NASCAR racing.  1979 was the second Arab oil embargo and
Thunderbird responded in 1980 by becoming even smaller with a Thunderbird-first six cylinder engine.
Thunderbird shrank even more for 1983, with the Jack Telnak-designed aerodynamic shape.  The Turbo Coupe
debuted as a very successful race car.  This was followed by the Thunderbird Super Coupe (1989-1995), with an
emphasis on power and handling.  By 1995, SUVs were gaining in popularity and were viewed as being safer than
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smaller cars.  Also, consumers didn’t seem to want rear wheel drive cars so Thunderbird sales declined.  1997 was
the last year of continuous production of the Thunderbird.

As the baby boomers aged, a wave of nostalgia swept the country, as evidenced by the appearance of a multitude
of products reminiscent of the past.  Perhaps the best of these was the 2002 Thunderbird.   Introduced as a fantasy
gift in the 2000 Neiman Marcus Christmas Book, all 200 of the cars sold in a little over two hours.  This 13th

generation Thunderbird was a two-seater complete with side portholes in the hardtop, like the first generation
iconic Thunderbirds.  The headlights resembled those of the 1955-57 Thunderbirds and the round taillights were
similar to those on the 1955-57 and 1961-63 Thunderbirds.  The hood scoop harkened back to the 1950s and 1960s
models, the Thunderbird script resembled that of the 1961-63 Thunderbirds, and the leather interior was similar to
that of later 1990s models.  There were many other design elements that recalled Thunderbirds of the past, but the
2002-05 Thunderbirds were modern appearing and performing cars.  The 2002 Thunderbird was the fourth one
(also 1958, 1987, and 1989) to receive Motor Trend magazine’s “Car of the Year” award.  While the earliest of
these cars are now fourteen years old, they still turn heads with their timeless design.

As we near the end of the 60th Anniversary celebration year of the Ford Thunderbird, I (Beverly) hope this brief
tribute essay of Thunderbird highlights makes you proud to own one (or more) of these magnificent cars or sends
you scurrying to find one for sale.  Thunderbird changed with the times but stayed true to its personal luxury
beginnings.

Have you driven a Thunderbird…lately?


