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MEETING MINUTES

Call to Order:  The meeting was convened by the club president, Roger Hamm, at 7:00 p.m., September
14th, 2017 at the MCL Cafeteria.

Attendees: Roger & Lisa Hamm, Scott McGaha, Brett & Peg Andrews, Beverly Knauper & Jim Ross, Guy &
Jan Gifford, Mark & Jackie Allen, Tom Tirey & Gina Hoctor,  Nancy and Julie Blake, and Darrel York

Announcements:

Roger opened the meeting by welcoming all in attendance.  He then made a motion to accept the August
2017 club meeting minutes as written in the September newsletter.  The floor was then opened for
comments and discussion regarding the minutes.  Nancy mentioned that her and Julie had attended the
August meeting but were not shown as present in the minutes.  Brett apologized for the oversight.  These
minutes will reflect and confirm that Nancy and Julie were at the August 2017 club meeting.  Hearing no
further questions or concerns, the minutes were accepted as published.

Following on with the typical opening questions of potential new members, Guy indicated that he had given
our membership paperwork to an individual who had strongly indicated their desire to join.  They are
expected to be at the October meeting. They have a 1962 and a 1968 thunderbird. When asking if
anyone bought a new T-bird or have had any major work accomplished on their bird, Nancy spoke up that
she has finally gotten her car back. No one indicated any changes to their contact information.

REPORTS:

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa, our club treasurer, stated that there had been no change in our account
balance since last month’s financial status report.

Event Planning: Scott began by discussing the Bellbrook car show he participated in with his other car
club.  He also described his experiences at the International Thunderbird Club convention in Fort Wayne
that he had attended.  He amused us with his tale of how the windshield wipers on Ken Shanley’s car
would not shut off, so Ken just took the wipers off the car.   He also mentioned he toured various
automobile museums and how he and some friends were invited to have lunch with drivers of Auburns,
Cords, and Duesenbergs that were participating in the festival in Auburn, Indiana.

Scott reminded folks of the car show at the JDRF Ford Funfest in Sharonville on September 23rd.  There
will be food, music, kid’s games, raffles and a plant tour.
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Next Meeting: October 12th, 7:00 pm, MCL Cafeteria, 4485 Far Hills Ave, Kettering

Scott then suggested that for our October club activity we could do a Dayton area Donut Run, similar to
the Butler County Donut Trail we did.  He provided a proposed list of 11 shops to visit and suggested that
we do the donut cruise on October 14th with a rain date of October 21st.  Time permitting, he was going to
drive around to the various shops to look at their locations and parking situation.  The plan is for those
who would be participating to meet at the first shop on the list at 9:00 am and then go from there.
Scott will bring the final list to the October meeting when final plans will be made.

Scott mentioned a few other car events such as the cruise-in at St Leonard on September 16th and the
Concours D’elegance at Carillon Park on September 17th.

The floor was then turned over to Brett and Peg to discuss our upcoming club picnic at their home.  Peg
reminded folks that she had a list of what each attendee was planning to bring and that if they needed a
reminded to see her after the meeting to view the list.  Brett mentioned that the weather looked great;
everything was ready; and there should be no problem with parking.  Bringing a Thunderbird was
suggested.  He did also ask if anyone had any concerns if he made spirits (alcoholic beverages) available
at the picnic -- namely wine and beer.  There were no objections.

OLD BUSINESS:

Roger again reminded members of our upcoming club officer elections at our October meeting. Today’s
meeting was the last opportunity to submit a candidacy letter if anyone was interested in submitting
their name for an officer position.   It was announced that as of this meeting only two candidates have
turned in candidacy letters.  Lisa has submitted to continue as the club treasurer and Brett submitted to
serve as vice president.  Brett explained that per club bylaws (Article V, part 4e) if only one person
submits a candidacy letter for an officer position and they are in good standing with the club (VTCI and
TSWO dues paid up), they will be considered as having been elected for that position and will assume the
responsibilities of that position on January 1st.  As it currently stands, no one has applied for the
secretary position.  Brett indicated he will continue to serve as the acting secretary until someone steps
forward to take the position.  Brett also stated he would continue to be our newsletter editor and
webmaster even if someone volunteers to be club secretary.

NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business to discuss

OPEN FLOOR: Darrel described an upcoming car event known as a “Poker Run” to be held in Cincinnati.
Participants pay an entry fee and drive to various car dealerships.  The fastest collective time to all
dealerships wins the pot. Darrel will bring further information to the next meeting.  He also mentioned he
participated in an event where the Vietnam Mobile Wall was displayed.  Over a 4 day period on Memorial
Day it was estimated that nearly 10,000 people visited the wall.

ADJOURN: With no other discussion, a motion to adjourn request was made.  The motion was made by
Jan and seconded by Darrel.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Roger Hamm
President
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October Birthdays October Anniversaries

No Birthdays 2nd: Brett & Peg Andrews (46 Yrs)

Message from the President

As October is now upon us, many of us T-bird owners are beginning to think about putting our T-birds up
for the winter. It is also the season where the weather can change from warm, balmy days to bitterly
cold days and nights. This means that we will soon be firing up our furnaces for those cold nights up
ahead of us. One thing we all need to make sure of is that our furnaces need to be checked by a
competent A/C and heating expert to make sure it is in peak operating condition so you don’t end up
getting overcome by carbon dioxide gasses.

October is also the month when many neighborhoods celebrate Halloween, which is on the 31st. Halloween
has been celebrated since the medieval days. I decided to look up how this celebration started and share
this information I found on Wikipedia website for all to see.

History of Trick-or-Treating

Trick-or-treating is a customary celebration for children on
Halloween.  Children go in costume from house to house, asking for
treats such as candy or sometimes money, with the question, "Trick or
Treat?" The word "trick" implies a "threat" to perform mischief on
the homeowners or their property if no treat is given.  The practice is
said to have roots in the medieval practice of “mumming”, which is
closely related to “souling”.   John Pymm writes that "many of the
feast days associated with the presentation of mumming plays were

celebrated by the Christian Church."  These feast days included All Hallows' Eve, Christmas, Twelfth
Night and Shrove Tuesday.  Mumming practiced in Germany, Scandinavia and other parts of Europe,
involved masked persons in fancy dress who "paraded the streets and entered houses to dance or play
dice in silence".

In England, from the medieval period, up until the 1930s,  people practiced the Christian custom of
souling on Halloween, which involved groups of soulers, both Protestant and Catholic,  going from parish to
parish, begging the rich for soul cakes, in exchange for praying for the souls of the givers and their
friends.  In Scotland and Ireland, guising – children disguised in costume going from door to door for food
or coins – is a traditional Halloween custom, and is recorded in Scotland at Halloween in 1895 where
masqueraders in disguise carrying lanterns made out of scooped out turnips, visit homes to be rewarded
with cakes, fruit, and money.  The practice of guising at Halloween in North America is first recorded in
1911, where a newspaper in Kingston, Ontario reported children going "guising" around the neighborhood.
Souling was a Christian practice carried out in many English towns on Halloween and Christmas.
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American historian and author Ruth Edna Kelley of Massachusetts wrote the first book-length history of
Halloween in the US; The Book of Hallowe'en (1919), and references souling in the chapter "Hallowe'en in
America".  In her book, Kelley touches on customs that arrived from across the Atlantic; "Americans have
fostered them, and are making this an occasion something like what it must have been in its best days
overseas. All Halloween customs in the United States are borrowed directly or adapted from those of
other countries.”

While the first reference to "guising" in North America occurs in 1911, another reference to ritual
begging on Halloween appears, place unknown, in 1915, with a third reference in Chicago in 1920.  The
earliest known use in print of the term "trick or treat" appears in 1927, in the Blackie Herald Alberta,
Canada.

The thousands of Halloween postcards produced between the turn of the 20th century and the 1920s
commonly show children but not trick-or-treating.  Trick-or-treating does not seem to have become a
widespread practice until the 1930s, with the first U.S. appearances of the term in 1934, and the first
use in a national publication occurring in 1939.

A popular variant of trick-or-treating, known as trunk-or-treating (or Halloween tailgaiting), occurs when
"children are offered treats from the trunks of cars parked in a church parking lot", or sometimes, a
school parking lot.  In a trunk-or-treat event, the trunk (boot) of each automobile is decorated with a
certain theme, such as those of children's literature, movies, scripture, and job roles.  Trunk-or-treating
has grown in popularity due to its perception as being more safe than going door to door, a point that
resonates well with parents, as well as the fact that it "solves the rural conundrum in which homes [are]
built a half-mile apart".

Remember, our next month’s meeting will be November 9th at MCL Cafeteria at 7:00 p.m. See everyone at
this month’s meeting on Thursday, October 12th.

CLUB OFFICERS

   President: Roger Hamm  (937) 835-5992                     Vice President:  Scott McGaha (937) 439-1138
   Treasurer: Lisa Hamm (937) 835-5992                                  Secretary:  Brett Andrews (937) 237-1131

Upcoming Club Events

Event Date(s) Location

Donut Cruise 14 October (9:00 a.m.)                TBA
Tentative

(rain date: 21 October)
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Annual Club Picnic

The annual TSWO club picnic was held at Brett and Peg Andrews’ house on September 16th.  The
weather was gorgeous and there was more food that we could eat at three picnics.  Those
attending included Roger & Lisa, Scott, Guy & Jan, Darrel, Nancy and Julie, Beverly & Jim, and
Tom & Gina. We must have been experiencing those lazy last days of summer because no one
had the motivation to play the forever popular Ohio Corn Hole Game.  It was just eat, talk, and
occasionally slip in to the living room to check on the score of the Ohio State game against Army.
Guy hinted at the club meeting that if there was no parking available, he may park on Brett’s
lawn.  Brett beat him to the punch and parked his merlot retrobird right in the front yard.
Scott, Roger & Lisa, and Tom & Gina also brought t-birds.  For the main course we had sloppy joe,
hot dogs, a chicken salad for sandwiches as well as a plethora of accompanying side dishes and
desserts brought by members.  What would our picnic be without our Thunderbird cake supplied
by Julie and Nancy?  Thanks everyone.  The food was great and the conversation was lively.
Here are a few pictures from the event.  More photos will soon be posted on our website.


